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HOUSE OF REFUGE. 


“Address delivered by the Hon. John Sergeant, on Saturday, 
29th November, 1828.—(Concluded from p. 351.) 


The unhappy beings who are thus by the nature of 
our institutions, and for the security of society, placed 
in a course of training which must inevitably lead to 
misery and vice, who are hurried, as it were, to matu- 
rity of wickedness, often to premature, and sometimes 
to infamous death, are the children of the poor. They 
are generally neglected and destitute, frequently with- 
out parents or friends to advise or direct them; and there 
are not wanting numerous instances in which abandoned 

arents, for their own gratification, direct their children 
into the paths of vice, by sending them into the streets 
to beg or to steal. There is, besides, a case of by no 
means rare occurrence, appealing, if possible, still more 
powerfully to our sympathy—the case of a widowed 
mother, who sees her son rushing upon destruction, and 
is unable by any authority she can employ, or by any in- 
fluence she can exert, to reclaim him from his evil ways, 
or arrest him in his progress to ruin. Where can she 
look for assistance or relief? If the power of the law 
be interposed, it sends him to jail, where he becomes 
still more degraded, and is condemned to deeper con- 
tamination. The true judgment of a mother’s never- 
dying affection would readily assent to restraint, if ac- 
companied with care and instruction, and freed from the 
stigma and the poison of a confinement in prison. But 
the jail she regards as an extremity so disastrous, that 
tears and prayers, and every exertion she can employ, 
are used to avert it; and when at last it comes, it is an 
overwhelming calamity. Thus is she doomed to wit- 
ness the downward course, and final ruin of her child, 
without the power to save or to help him, like the poor 
mother bird, that sees its unfledged brood, which it has 
fed from its mouth, and sheltered with its wings, vio- 
lently torn from the nest, and, helpless to preserve them 
from the destroyer, can do nothing but utter a piercing 
cry of anguish and despair. 

This is no fancy sketch; nor is it drawn from other 
countries, or from other times. More than one unhap- 
py and anxious mother has already applied to the roana- 
gers, and found a new hope in the prospect of a Refuge. 

If such be the nature of the institutions and laws, and 
such their inadequacy, or worse than inadequacy, in the 
case of juvenile delinquents—if the security of society 
requires, that without regard to their feebleness, their 
ilestitution, their inevitable ignorance, they should be 
treated as criminals, surely it is a noble charity which 
seeks to devise and to execute a plan for extending to 
them parental aid, affording them the means of instruc- 
tion, and leading them into the ways of industry and in- 
nocence—which endeavours to rescue them from the 
effects of their unfortunate condition, ascribing, with 
equal justice and humanity, their errors, and even their 
vices and their crimes, to the want of that aid which 
childhood always requites. 

You; whom the bounty of Providence has blessed 
with the means of coriducting your children with every 
advantage, through the periods of childhood and youth, 
of cultivating their moral and intellectaal growth, of 
guarding them from the approach of danger, and in due 
time placing them with strengthened powers in a’re. | 

Vor. If 45 


| spectable position in society, how great a debt of grati- 


tude dn you owe? Acquit yourselves of some small 
portion of it by helping your destitute fellow creatures. 
Think of the little neglected wanderer, abandoned to 
his own weakness, without parental instruction, without 
counsel, almost without a home, and extend te him 
some support, when he is-in danger of falling; help to 
provide for him a Refuge, that the blossom of hope, 
which has lived through poverty and neglected, may 
not be finally blasted by the impure atmosphere of a 
jail. You will still be debtors, largely debtors; but 
when you are bestowing a parent’s benedictioh upon 
the tender objects of your love; the tear of thankful- 
ness and joy that springs from a grateful heart, will not 
be the less sweet or pure. for a conscicusness that we 
have done something to impart to others a portion of 
that comfort which is so freely given to us. 

We would remind our fellow citizens, in the next 
place, that the objection to individual aid applies equal- 
ly to every sort of contribution, of time as well as of 
money; and, indeed, to every kind of exertion. Those 
who give their labour, give that which is as substantial, 
and as valuable as money: But would it for a moment 
be insisted, that the faculties of individuals, their time, 
their exertions, and their means; are to be entirely and 
exclusively devoted to their own individual concerns— 
that no effort is to be made to devise improvements, nd 
contribution of time, or talent, or money, to introduce 
them—that the human intellect is to be bound up in the 
narrow limits of our own personal affairs, and the feel- 
ings of man to be quickened by no gerierous sympathy 
for others? Happily, there are very few who practi- 
cally adopt this doctrine. In a government like ours, 
where the representative is chosen from amongst ottr- 
selves, and is constantly dependent upon public opi- 
nion, or support, he must be animated and sustained, in 
all new undertakings of magnitude, by the expressed 
sense of the community, and the assured co-operation of 
his fellow citizens. His powers are limited; thos& of 
individuals are without restriction. This has been the 
history of all improvements, and this is the history ofall 
the institutions of humanity which constitute the pride 
and the ornament of our city and our state. ‘The enthu- 
siasm of private benevolence, guided by individual in- 
telligence, has led the way, and the Legislature has 
never been slow, in proper cases, to afford its aid in ad- 
vancing the work. Look around you in every direc- 
tion: begin at a remote period; explore the foundationr 
of all those establishments which Philadelphia can exhi- 
bit as ‘*her jewels,” and you. will find that they were 
laid by the hands of individuals, and in part, or entirely 
built up and sustained by individual contribution. There, 
too; you will find, (its source hidden by time or dis- 
tance, ) the beginnings of the reputation of our benefac- 
tors; there you will disce?n the means by which the 
memory of the dead has come to us embalmed by their 
works of beneficence, still fragrant and fresh; and there 
too you will learn how their living followers are to make 
themselves worthy to be associated in the remembrance 
of posterity with their illustrious predecessors. What 
would Philadelphia have been without her institutions’ 
of humanity and charity? She would scarcely have de- 
getved the title of a civilized or a Christian community. 


It may be difficult to draw with precision the line be- 
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yond which individuals not to be expected to advance; 
where they may, without hesitation, trust entirely to the 
interposition of the public power. There are cases, 
undoubtedly, where the legislature ought to have the 
exclusive cognizance, and where the charge should fall 
upon the public purse. There are cases too, where 
the burthen must be borne by individuals. But there 
are cases where they may most bencficially co-operate, 
and in which itis impossible to determine the exact 
proportion which shall fall upon each. But let us not be 
too anxious on this point. Charity, like mercy, “is 
twice blessed; it blesseth him that gives, and him that 
takes;” and it isin the order of Providence that this bless- 
ing shall never be wanting to him that gives. “He hath 
dispersed,” says the inspired psalmist: ‘the hath given 
to the poor; his righteousness endureth for éver; his 
horn shall be exalted with honour.” In the very act of 
charity there is a process of purification in the heart of 
the giver, which elevates his feclings and improves his 
character. Besides, it is an individual duty, which 
individuals only can perform. It must be voluntary. 
The moment it becomes compulsory, it is no longer 
charity. Ht may benefit ‘‘him that takes,” but its virtue 
“to him that gives” is gone. 

For this particular object, as entitled to individual 
eare, we have the countenance of precept and example, 
and the encouragement of the success which has follow- 
ed exertion in the same career. A little more than 
forty years ago, “the Philadelphia Society for alleviat- 
ing the Miseries of Public Prisons,’ was founded by a 
few of the citizens of Philadelphia; and that venerable 
man,* whose long life has been devoted to the service 
of his Maker and his fellow creatures, with exemplary 
purity and faithfulness, was appointed to the station of 
president, which he has since eccupicd without inter- 
ruption, and still continues to occupy. “When we 
consider,” they say in the preamble to their constitution, 
“that the obligations of benevolence which are founded 
on the precepts and example of the author of Christian- 
ity, are not cancelled by the follies or crimes of our fel- 
low creatures; and when we reflect upon the miseries 
which penury, hunger, cold, unnecessary severity, un- 
wholesome apartments and guilt, (the usual attendants 
of prisons,) involve with them, it becomes us to extend 
our compassion to that part of mankind, who are the 
subjects of these miseries. By the aids of humanity 
their undue and illegal sufferings may bé prevented; the 
kinks which should bind the whole family of mankind 
together, under all circumstances, be preserved unbro- 
ken; and such degrees and modes of punishment may 
bediscovered and suggested, as may, instead of conti- 
nuing habits of vice, become the means of restoring our 
fellow ereatures to virtue and happiness.” They soon 
after addressed the public, asking for pecuniary aid, 
stating that the funds of the society were confined to an 
annual subscription from each of ils members, and a 
ground rent of fourteen pounds, the donation of John 
Dickinson, Esq. 

This litttle band of philanthropists went resolutely to 
work, and in the forty years that have elapsed, have 
persevered unceasingly in their exertions to promote 
the humane objects of their association. Their history 
has lately been given to us by Mr. Vaux. It is not too | 


a 


riod referred to. Tried and untried prisoners, of all 
ages and colours, and of both sexes, of every grade of 
offence, and of every variety of character, and even the 
poor debtors, who had committed no offence at all, 
were thrown into one common herd, in an ill contrived 
building, which retained the abomination of a subterra- 
neous dungeon for prisoners under sentence of death. 
‘What a spectacle,” exclaims Mr. Vaux, ‘must this 
abode of guilt and wretchedness have presented?” 
Well might heask the question. A den of wild beasts, 
desperate from confinement, and mad from hunger, 
abandoned to the work of mutual destruction, would be 
hut a faint type of such an assemblage. The brute 
obeys his instinct; but to condemn a human being to an 
existence where mere brutal ferocity will assume the 
dominion over him, is to be accessary to the crime of 
effacing the image of his Maker, and robbing him of 
the attributes of humanity. Many details will be found 
in the pamphlet, which time will not allow to be repeat- 
ed. There is one, however, which is not less curious 
than important. A clergyman,* who wasa member of 
the acting committee, proposed to preach to the prison- 
ers, His efforts were resisted by the keeper; and when 
at last by perseverance he gained admission, he found 
(on a Sunday) a loaded cannon, with a lighted match 
beside it, prepared by the keeper, pointed at the pri- 
soners, and ready to do the work of destruction upon 
the least commotion. Such were the fears the keeper 
felt, or affected to feel, of his inmates- 

It was with the sanction and the approbation of this 
society that the present plan was put forward, as a most 
material and humane improvement. 

Is it necessary for me to add, as a further motive to in- 
fluence the charitable, that wherever a Refuge has been 
established, its support, in whole or in part, has been 
supplied by the contribution of individuals? The Lon- 
don Refuge was thus begun, and has thus been main- 
tained. ' In our sister city, which gave usan example of 
a Refuge in full operation before we had yet moved, the 
subscriptions of individuals have not only been larger 
than here, but they have borne a larger proportion to 
the aid afforded by the state. Shall we be outdone in 
charity? They laboured in an untried work; we have 
the light of theirexperience. They persevered in the 
face of doubt, and their exertions have been crowned 
with success. We have every ground of confidence, 
and yet the work languishes in our hands. The Legis- 
lature has given us a liberal earnest of its intentions, We 
have no reason to fear that it will ever be less disposed 
to extend itsaid. Itis for ourselves, then, to do what is 
now wanting, in humble reliance that what we do will 
not be done in vain. 

But, the motives which have now been adverted to, 
are not the only ones which address themselves to us 
upon this interesting subject. Our interests, as well as 
our duties, are deeply concerned in it. The increase of 
juvenile delinquency has for a long time past occasioned 
the most serious apprehension and regret, wherever in- 
quiry has been made into the state of crime and punish- 
ment. From this calamity, we are by no means exempt, 
On the 13th of the present month, there were in prison, 
under conviction, thirty-nine white boys, and twenty- 


) one black, making a total of sixty. Of the untried 
much to say, that to their labours, under Providence, we boys, we have no account: nor have we any account of 


are chiefly indebted for an entire revolution in the con- | the girls, asthey have not been separated from their se- 
duct and management of our prisons; to them, in aj niorsin vice. The whole number, however, if escer- 
great measure, we owe the credit of having been the | tained, would by no means ascertain the extent of the 
first to introduce the penitentiary system, as well as the | evil. The repugnance to prosecuting children, even 
amelioration of our penal code. If the penitentiary has | when they are detected in offence, and the inclination 
failed of its purpose, from want of accommodation, or | of courts and juries to acquit them, out of compassion, 
from other.causes, it is to be hoped that the Legislature | for their tender years, rather than consign them to the 
will afford the means of remedying its defects, and of | destruction of a prison, leave many at large to pursue 
giving it a fair and full experiment. | their course of iniquity. The aggregate cannot be con- 
Still, with all its imperfections, our present system of- | jectured. It includes a great variety. Among the thirty- 
fers a striking contrast to that which existed at the pe- | nine white boys named in the list from the prison, there 
, -are,eleven who are styled by the keeper “good boys,” 

| from which we may understand that there is nothing in 






























* The Right Rev. Dr. White, Bishop of Pennsylvania 
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their dispositions or habits decidedly vicious. With} ter them in the fulness of their stature and strength.— 
care and instruction they would probably be reclaimed, | She counsels us to eradicate them by culture before 
and become useful members of society. But what is} they have struck too deep into the soil, “and in their 
their condition. now, and what are their prospects’—| place to sow the seeds of wholesome instruction. 
Branded with the infamy of a jail—lost to the feeling | Wherever we succeed, we save a human being to so- 
of shame--turned loose upon the world—cut off from | ciety, and we disburthen the jail of a permanent tenant. 
intercourse with the honest part of the community—| If, notwithstanding our best exertions, some should be 
without counsel, aid, or instruction, they are forced into } lost, still we have the satisfaction of knowing, that but 
the society of the vicious, and driven to crime for a/| for those exertions, a// would probably have perished. 
subsistence. They are irretrievably lost, when they To fulfil that “obligation of benevolence,” which, in 
might have been saved. Rejected by society, excluded | the language of the Philadelphia Society for Alleviating 
from honest occupation, with the world in hostility a-| the Miseries of Public Prisons, ‘‘is not cancelled by the 
gainst them, they naturally become enemies of the | follies and crimes of our fellow creatures,” especially 
world, and grow into the most desperate offenders, towards those of them whose follies, or even crimes, 
An intelligent magistrate of England, in a letter re-| are the least reprehensible, and to supply that defect in 
cently published, has some very striking remarks on | our criminal institutions which experience has shown to 
this point, ‘hey are entitled to great attention, be-| contribute to the increase of crime, rather than to its 
cause they are founded on actual observation, made in| prevention, is the design of the House of Refuge. 
the course of along experience. ‘‘Early imprisonment, | _ It imposes restraint, for restraint is necessary no less 
therefore,” he says, ‘‘is the great and primary cause | for the good of the subject, than for the security of so- 
from which crime originates. From this source most of} ciety. But it inflicts no punishment; it affixes no badge 
the evils flow which affect the youthful offender, and at | of disgrace; it stamps no degradation; it regards its in- 
the earliest age lead him into those paths of vice, from | mates as unfortunate children, exposed in their weak- 
which afterwards there is no escape; from which the | ness, without support, and bowed down by the storms 
light of hope is almost excluded, and where the tears of | and temptations of life, but capable of being restored 
repentance are generally disregarded. Whatever may | to uprightness by steady treatment and judicious care. 
have been his first propensities at his first commitment,| Upon this simple and humane basis, all the regulations 
he invariably becomes worse and worse, and leaves his! of the House are framed. The general object is, to 
prison fully instructed in all the mysteries of crime. You | impart to the inmates religious and moral instruction; 
will find the still lingering blush of shame quickly give | to form them to useful and orderly habits; to furnish 
way to the stare of habitually profligate associates; and} them with wholesome occupation; and at a suitable age, 
you will hardly recognise in the familiar boldness of the | if they prove themselves worthy, to bind them as ap- 
felon, the distressed and desponding novice in his pro-| prentices to some reputable employment, so that they 
fession. To him toreturn is as fatal as to proceed; he} may be enabled to earn gan honest livelihood, and main- 
is impelled onwards by every impulse which bad exam- } tain an honest station in society. 
ple, bad company, and the scoffs of the world have rais-| _It affords me sincere satisfaction to be able to say, and 
ed in him; till at last he is driven down the gulf, which | to the managers it affordsthe most confident hope, that 
bas so long yawned to entomb its living victim of des-| the plan has proved eminently successful. So long 
truction.” (Sir Eardly Wilmot’s letter. ) ago as in the year 1819, Mr. Hoare, in his examination 
Inthe sixth report of the committee of the Prison} before a committee of the House of Commons, made 
Society of London, it is remarked, that ‘Many hundreds | this statement:—“n the different prisons 1 have visited, 
of these lads (committed) have either no parents, or | the reformation of the boys is generally considered as 
have been deserted by them. Thus abandoned, they | hopeless; in the Refuge we generally suceeed. The 
have made fellowship with others alike friendless, con-| classification is not so perfect as I think desirable, but 
tracted a desire for wandering, and an aversion to re-} the funds of the society are very low, and we are obji- 
straint; they live from day to day by preying on the pro-| ged to do the best we can.” 
perty of others; at night they usually sleep in the open} The Warwick county Asylum (an imperfect Refuge, 
air. Their minds are in a state of the darkest ignorance, | it wouldscem, where boys were generally received only 
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and the grossest yice. They are very frequently brought | after conviction, and consequently after the contamina- 
up before the magistrates for petty offences, They are | tion of a prison,) established in 1818, and supported 
committed for short periods; and when liberated, are | solely by voluntary contributions, is stated to have beer 
very soon again in prison. ‘They continue pilfering, | of infinite benefit. Out of eighty-one boys, thirty-nine 
increasing in guilt as they advance in years, until their| have been ascertained to have been permanently reform- 
career is terminated by transportation or death.” And! ed; twenty-one have been since tried at Warwick, and 
in a note it is stated, that ‘‘one boy, but nine years of| sixteenremain. Boys, says Sir Eardly Wilmot, have 
age, who has been under the notice of the committee, | occasionally been received into the Asylum without 
had been eighteen times committed to the different pri-| being tried and convicted; and Ihave it on the best au- 
sons in the metropolis.” thority to say that the facility of reform is incalculably 
It is needless to dwell upon the facts which have been | greater with such boys than with convicted felons. 

stated. They speak a language too plain to be misun-| In the London Refuge, and in the Refuge of New 
derstood, and addressing itself to every thinking mind | York, a friend who has accurajely examined the state- 
with irresistible force. Do you desire that crime should | ments, informs me that a permanent reform has been ef- 
increase, that criminals should be multiplied, and be-| fected in the proportion of nine out of ten. The cases 
come more hardened and dangerous? Do you wish that } detailed are numerous and interesting, and it is desirable 
your security from depredation should be eyery day ren- | that they should be extensively known, as they present 
dered more precarious, and the expense of providing | a most powerful argument in favour of the plan. 

guards for your property and pence, be constantly aug-| There is reason to believe that a solution has thus been 
mented? Are you willing that the generation which is| found for a difficult and afilicting problem, The public 
rising, andof which your own children form a part, | security may be reconciled with a just and humane at- 
should be exposed to the evils that have just been exhi-| tention ta the circumstances of unfortunate youth. Our 
bited? You cannot be. The dictates of prudence, as} feelings may be spared the dreadful sacrifice of juve- 
well as the suggestions of charity and mercy, say, No.| nile victims, which existing laws and institutions haye 
While compassion is'pleading to the heart for the friend- | demanded—prosecutors, magistrates, courts, and juries, 
less children of poverty and want, wisdom, speaking to may be relieved from the painful struggle between their 
the understanding, is telling us to beware how we en-| duty and their strong inclination—the appalling increase 
courage or permit the growth of ruffian and lawless] of juvenile delinquency be checked—the quantity of 
propensities, lest, by and by, we should have to encoun-! crime be diminished—and the seeds of vice, which are 


_———————————————— 





ee cae 


E 
\ 
t 
: 
| 
} 


po ees 2 Tae 


ra 





358 DELAWARE AND HUDSON CANAL. 








é 


[Drcemnrr 


OOOO 


vegetating under an unnatural and cruel culture, in a soil 
capable of producing good fruit, be supplanted by the 
development «f that germ of virtue, which, if not de- 
stroyed, is sufficient under Providence, to restore in 
some degree the likeness in which man was made, and 
to lead to present and to future happiness. 

The philanthropist and the statesman may here con- 
cur. He who desires the welfare of all mankind, and 
he who only seeks to arrange the movement of a com- 
munity so as to produce security and peace, will equally 
find his purpose promoted. And even the most rigid 
economist, looking only to the pecuniary cost, (if any 
such there be) willhave nothing to object. The ex- 
pense of maintaining a refuge, is not greater than the 
expense Of maintaining a jail. The amount required to 
supportits inmates, is less than the cost of an equal 
number in prison. And if, enlarging his view, he recol- 
lects, that those who begin their days ina jail, most 
commonly become a burthen for life, subsisted by the 
public while in, and by plunder when out; whereas the 
Refuge, working a reform, enables them to support 
themselves, and to contribute something to the general 
expenses of society; that the one enlarges the sources 
of crime, and swells the streams that flow from it, and 
the other seeks to diminish the fountain of iniquity, and 
dry up its noxious issues; he will be convinced that a 
just econgmy walks hand in hand with charity and poli- 
cy. 
That considerations like these will eventually obtain 
for the Refuge a much larger support from the treasury 
of the state or the county, we have no doubt. But the 
present object is to put it into operation, upon a scale 
of usefulness that will be creditable to those with whom 
it originated. The state and the county have contribu- 
ted twenty thousand dollars towards the building, and 
have provided a revenue for supporting the establish- 
ment of five thousand dollars a year for five years, ma- 
king a total of forty-five thousand dollars. Individuals 
have given about twelve thousand dollars. Money is 
yow wanted, and the managers, having exhausted their 
efforts to proceed as they would wish, with the means 
which have been placed at their disposal, are compelled 
again to appeal to your enlightened charity. 


If at this moment you should see a destitute and help- 
less child approaching the brink of a precipice, and 
know that its ignorant steps would ina few moments 
lead it to destruction, would you not reach forth your 
hand to save it? Many are on their way to that yawnin 
monster, a jail, which devours all that is sound and 
healthful in their nature, and fills the vacant space with 
corruption. Will you not, from your abundance, give 
something to save them from imminent ruin, and ‘your- 
selves from the infliction you must suffer from them, or 
will you allow the mischief to spread and grow till 
some other hand shall check it? 


Tt was said of aneminent heathen sage, that he brought 
philosophy from the clouds, and fixed her abode atnong 
men. TheChristian’s philosophy comes from heaven, 
brought by no mortal hands, but freely given to man for 
his own benefit and guidance. It teaches us that chari- 


ty is like unto the duty enjoined by the “‘first and great 
commandmeat,” 





From the Albany Argus. 
‘DELAWARE AND HUDSON CANAL. 


The public seem scarcely aware thata canal, one hun- 
dred and six miles in length, commencing at the tide 
water near Kingston, and terminating at Honesdale, in 
Pennsylvania, has been completed since July, 1825; and 
that this great work has been accomplished principally 
by the enterprise and perseverance of an individual com- 
pany. As the channel for conveying coal to the navi- 


~ gable waters of the Hudson, this canal must be regarded 


as an improvement of incalculable importance to the 
public; it not of indispensable neecssity, in supplying 


— 
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the exhaustion of fuel occasioned by the great increase 
of steam engines. 

The first squadron of boats, loaded with coal, arrived 
at tide water on the 5th instant. Fifty tons of this coal 


will afford our citizens an opportunity of testing its qua- 
lity. 

From gentlemen who have recently been through on 
the whole line of the canal, we learn that the work has 
been executed in the most permanent manner, and that 
in its construction, durability and economy are judicious- 
ly combined. This canal is 32 to 36 feet wide, upon 
the water line, and has 4feet depth of water. The locks 


: been consigned to the Messrs. Townsends, which 


The boats are estimated to carry 25 to 30 tons. 

From the mouth of the Rondout, where it connects 
with the Hudson, to Port Jervis, near the Delaware river, 
is a distance of 59 miles; on this section are 60 lift locks 
and one guard lock, of hammered stone, laid chiefly in 
hydraulic cement. There are also one aqueduct over 
the Neversink river 224 feet in length, upon stone piers 
and abutments; one over the Rondout entirely of stone 
upon two arches, one of 60 and the other of 50 feet 
chord; and ten others, of various dimensions, upon stone 
piers and abutments, over lateral streams; 15 culverts 
of stone, and 93 bridges having stone abutments and 
wing walls. 

Port Jervis is less than a mile from Carpenter’ point, 
formed by the junction of the Neversink and Delaware 
rivers, and at which point, the states of New York and 
New Jersey, corner upon Pennsylvania. Port Jervis 
affords a view of the territory of three states and also of 
the Delaware river and the fertile valley of the Never- 
sink. 

From this point, the line of the canal is carried along 
on the east side of the. Delaware, to a point opposite 
the mouth of the Lackawaxen river. At this place a 
clam has been erected across the Delaware, by means of 
which the canal is fed, and boats cross the river. From 
McCarty’s point, which is formed by the junction of the 
Lackawaxen with the Delaware, the canal follows up 
ihe valley of the Lackawaxen, 25 miles, to the forks of 
the Dyberry, at which point the canal terminates, and 
where a thriving village is already established, called 
Honesdale. 

On the Delawar section of 22 miles, there are wooden 
locks, and on the Lackawaxen section of 25 miles, are 
37 locks of the same description. These locks are se- 
cured by a substantial dry stone wall, and so constructed 
that the wooden lining can be taken out and replaced, 
| without disturbing the rest of the lock. 

Honesdale, where the canal terminates, is 16 miles 

' distant from the coal region. Over this 16 miles, the 

_coal is to be transported upon a rail road, which is al- 
ready in great fowardness.. The structure of the rail 
road is of timber, with iron plates securely fastened to 

| the timber rails with screws. The plates are estimated 
to weigh nearly 366 tons. The railway is to be furnish- 
ed with 5 stationary and 5 locomotive steam’ engines:-— 
It is estimated that this rail road and its appendages will 
transport 540 tons per day, in one direction. The steam 
engines for the rail road were taken up as soon as the ca- 
nal waa navigable; and it is expected the rail road _ will 
be in operation as early as June next. 

The rail road terminates at Carbondale, on the Lacka- 
wana river, where several hundred tons of coal have al- 
ready been quarried, and transported to the canal by 
rail road. 

The coal of the Lackawana has been tested, and 
proves to be of the first quality for working iron, as 
well as for the ordinary purposes of fuel. As to quan- 
tity, there can be no reasonable doukt on the subject. 
A visit to Carbondale, and the coal regionin its vicinity, 
will satisfy any person that the supply is inevhaustible. 
And the canal being now completed, and the rail road 
nearly finished, our citizens in the cities and villages 
bordering upon the Hudson may cangratulate themselves 


2 76 feet in length between the gates, and 9 feet wide. 








1828.} 


MINUTES OF THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE. 


359 








upon the facilities offered by this great highway for ob- 
taining an inexhaustible supply of fuel. 








ELECTORAL COLLEGE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


We have received, and take this opportunity of | 
publishing, ‘‘The Minutes of the College of Electors of | 
the State of Pennsylvania,’”’ for the purpose of exhibit- 
ing the mode of proceeding in that important business. 


Wednesday, December 3, 1828. 

This day, agreeably to the provisions of the constitu- | 
tien and laws of the United States, and of the common.- | 
wealth of Pennsylvania, the Electoral College convened 
in the Senate Chamber of the State Capitol, in pursuance 
of a resolution of the Senate of the commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, of which the following is an extract from 
their journal: 

In THE Senate. 
December 2, 1828. 

Whereas the act of second February, 1802, provides 
that the electors of president and vice president of the 
United States, shall meet at the seat of government on 
the first Wednesdays in December, succeeding the 
election. 

Therefore, having understood, that they are now in 
attendance, Resolved by the Senate of the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania, that the Electors be, and they 
are hereby invited to convene in the Senate Chamber 
in the State Capitol, on to-morrow at ten o’clock. 

Extract from the Journal, 
JOHN DE PUI, C. S. 

On motion of Mr. John Scott and Mr. Leiper, Wil- 
liam Findlay was unanimously appointed President. 

Whereupon, he returned his thanks to the Electoral 
College for the honour conferred on him, 

On motion of Mr. King and Mr. Cunningham, Mr. 
John De Pui was appointed Secretary to the Electoral 
College. 


On motion, Messrs. Scott, William Piper and George 











ect Nt re 
nnn peae 


To all whom these presents shall come, certifies and makes 
known. 

That, at an election held in and for the state of Penn- 
sylvania, on Friday, the thirty-first day of October, in 
the present year, the following named persons were du- 
ly elected, and returned to be Electors of President and 
Vice President of the United States, for the term of 
four years next ensuing the fourth of March in tWe year 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-nine, agreeably 
tothe laws and constitution of the United States, and of 
the state of Pennsylvania, that is to say: John B. Gibson, 
William Findlay, Edward King, John Lisle, Jacob Hol- 
gate, Samuel Humes, Sen. John W. Cunningham, Geo, 
G. Leiper, Henry Sheetz, Adam Ritscher, David Mot- 
tenstein, Peter Frailey, Francis Baird, Henry Winters,, 
William Thompson, Leonard Rupert, Jacob Gearhart, 
George Barnitz, Jacob Heyser, John Harper, John M- 
Snowden, Robert Scott, John Scott, William Piper, Va- 
lentine Geisy, James Gordon, Henry Allshouse, and 
James Duncan. , 

Given under my hand and the great seal of thé 
State, at Harrisburg’, this third day of December, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and twenty-eight, and of the commonwealth 
the fifty-third. (By the Governor. ) 

Cc. BLYTHE, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. 
[The other two certificate which follow, are verbatim the 
same as the foregoing. ] 

On motion, Ordered, that the names of the Electors 
be called over by the secretary, from the official lists 
furnished by the executive, to ascertain the absentees, 
if any. 

Which having been done, 

It appeared that all the electors were present. 

On motion, 

Mr. John W. Cunningham, and John M. Snow- 
den, were appointed tellers to officiate at the election 
for president and vice president of the United States. 

On motion of John B. Gibson, and John W. Cunning- 


- 


; : ; ; | ham, the certificates of the election of a President and 
G. Leiper, were appointed a committee to wait upon | 


the Governor, and inform him that the Electoral College | 
is duly organized and ready to receive his communica- | 
tions. | 

Mr. Scott from the committee appointed to wait upon | 
the Governor, and inform that the Electoral College 
was duly organized, and ready to receive his communi- 
cations, reported: 

That they had performed that service, and that the | 
Governor informed them he would make his communi. | 
cation by message forthwith. 

Calvin Blythe, Esquire, the secretary of the common- 
wealth, being introduced, presented a message from the 
Governor, accompanied with three certified lists of the 
names of the Electors, duly elected by the people, on 
the 31st day of October last. 

And said message and lists were severally read as fol- 
low, to wit: 

To the Electors of a President and Vice President of the 
United States, 

Fellow citizens,—The secretary of the commonwealth 
will deliver to you herewith, in pursuance of the act of 
congress, in such case made and provided, three lists of 
the names of the Electors of a President and Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States, chosen by the people on Fri- 
day, the thirty-first day of October, in the present year, 
for this state, agreeably to the constitution and laws of 
the United States, and of Pennsylvania. 

J. ANDW. SHULZE. 

Harrisburg, December, 1828. 

Pennsylvania, ss. 

J. Andw. Shulze. 

In the name and by the authority of the com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania. 

J. ANDW. SHULZE, governor of the said 
commonwealth, . 


{Seal.] 


| Vice President of the United States, required to be 


signed by the electors, were read in the words follow- 
ing, to wit: 
[See hereafter. } 

On motion of John B. Gibson, and Edward King, the 
forms of the foregoing lists were adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Frailey and Mr. King, 

Ordered, That at the election the Electors vote in the 
order that their names appear in the official lists furnish- 
ed by the Executive, and to be called by the president 
of the college. 

The hour appointed by taw for the electors on this 
dao S perform the duties enjoined on them having ar- 
rived, 

Mr. Cunningham and Mr. Snowden took 
tellers, and, on motion, 

Of Mr. Holgate and Mr. King, the electors proceeded 
to choose by ballot a President of the United States, and 
the votes of all the Electors being now taken, the votes 
for President were opened, and severally read by the 
president of the college, and the votes and the tally 
lists corresponding, it appeared that Andrew Jackson 
had twenty-eight votes. 

The President of the College then declared that An- 
drew Jackson had 28 votes for President of the United 
States. 

The Electors then proceeded to choose by ballot a 
Vice President of the United States, and the votes of all 
the Electors being now taken, the votes for Vice Presi- 
dent were opened and severally read by the president 
of the college, and the votes and tally papers corres- 
ponding, it appeared that John C. Calhoun had 28 
votes. 

The President of the College then declared that John 
C. Calhoun, had twenty-eight votes. 

On motion of Mr. Gibson and Mr. King, the envelopes 


their seats as 
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containing the lists of votes for President and Vice Pre- | pointed to take charge and deliver to the President of 
sident, required to be signed by the Electors, were read, | the Senate of the United States, at Washington City, 
and were in the following words: | the seat of government of the United States, on or be- 

** We, the Electors, duly elected, on the part of the | fore the first Wednesday in January next, one of the 
state of Pennsylvania, to vote for a President and Vice | packages containing the list of votes of this Electoral 


President-of the United States, do certify that lists of all | College, for a Presidentand Vice President of the 


Ae CIR EES ART 
: ~ 
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the votes given for Presidenf and Vice President, are 
contained herein. 

December 3d, 1828.”’ 

[Of which there-are six copies | 

Triplicate certificates of the election of President of 
the United States, as approved of by the Electoral Col- 
lege, were then signed by the Electors, of which the 
following is a copy: . 

We, the Electors of president and vice president of 
the United States, being duly elected and Appointed on 
the part of Pennsylvania, for that purpose by the peo- 
ple thereof, having met at the state house, in the bo- 
rough of Harrisburg, the seat of government of the said 
state, thig third day of December, inthe year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight, and in 
conformity to the provisions contained ih the constitn- 
tion and laws of the United States, and of the state of 
Pennsylvania, proceeded by ballot to vote for a presi- 
dent of the United States, on the part of the state of 
Pennsylvania. 

Whereupon, 

It appeared that Andrew Jackson had twenty-eight 
votes. 

In testimony whereof we, the said Electors, have 
hereunto set our hands and affixed our seals, the 
day and year aforesaid. 

John B. Gibson, (L.S.) | William Thompson,(L.S.) 














William Findlay, (L.S.) | Leonard Rupert, (L. S.) 
Edward King, (L. 8.) | Jacob Gearhart, (I.. 8.) 
John Lisle, (L. S.) | George Barnitz, (L. S.) 
Jacob Holgate, (L. S.) | Jacob Heyser, (L. S.) 
Samuel Humes, (L.S.) | John Harper, (L. S.) 
John W. Cunning- John M. Snowden, (L. S. ) 

ham, (L. S.) | Robert Scott, (L. 8.) 
George G, Leiper, (L. S.) | John Scott, (L. S, ) 
Henry Sheetz, (L..S.) | William Piper, (L. $.) 
Adam Ritscher, (L.S.) | Valentine Geisey, (L. S.) 
David Hottenstein, (L. 8S.) | James Gordon, (L. 8.) 
Peter Frailey, (L. 8.) | Henry Allshousc, (L. S.) 
Francis Baird, (L.S.) | James Duncan, (L.S.) 





Henry Winters, (L-S.) 

Triplicate copies of the election of Vice President, 
as approved of by the Electoral College, were then 
signed by the Electors, of which the following is a 
copy: 

{Same as the preceding, excepting that the word 
‘Vice President’ is inserted in the place of ‘President.’] 

On motion of Mr. Gibson and Mr. Snowden, Mr. 
Cunningham and Mr. Snowden, were appointed a com- 
mittee to examine the certificates of the clection of pre- 
sident and vice-president of the United States, and the 
envelopes, and ascertain whether they were respective- 
ly signed by each elector. 

After some time, Mr. Cunningham from the commit- 
tee reported: 

That they had carefully examined the certificates and 
envelopes, and that they were all properly signed. 

On motion of Mr. Gibson and Mr. King, 

Orderod, that Mr. Cunningham and Mr. Snowden be. 
a committee to cause the lists and certificates of the 
election for president and vice-president, to be enclosed 
with the proper envelopes, and each package sealed, 
and directed as required by law. 

After some time, : 

Mr. Cunningham reported that the committee had 
carefully examined and enclosed the list and certificates 
of electton for President and Vice President with the 
proper envelopes and sealed and directed each package 
as required by law. ; 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham and Mr. Giesey, Wil- 
liam Findlay, one of the electors, was unanimously ap- 


United States. . 
Whereupon a certificate of the appointment of Wil- 
liam Findlay was signed, and of which the following is 
a copy: . 
State Capiror oF PENNSYLVANIA. 
Electoral College, December 3d, 1828. 
We the undersigned electors for a President and Vice 
President of the United States on the part of the state of 
Pennsylvania, do certify that William Findlay, Esq. one 
of the electors of the electoral college of Pennsylvania, 
is hereby appointed to take charge of and deliver to the 
president of the Senate of the United States at Washing- 
ton City, the seat of government of the United States, 
and ip case there shall be no president of the Senate at 
the seat of government, on the arrival of William Find- 
lay, Esq. entrusted with the list of votes of the electo- 
ral college, the said William Findlay, Esq. shall deliver 
into the office of the Secretary of State, on or before 
the first Wednesday in January next, one of the pack- 
ages containing the list of votes of this electoral college 
for a President and Vice President of the United States. 
[Signed by all the electors excepting W. Findlay. } 
The Secretary then delivered to Mr. William Findlay 
his certificate of appointment, and one of the packages 
containing the list of votes for a ‘* president and vice- 
president of the United States, directed to the President 
of the Senate of the United States, Washington City, 
D. Cc.” 
Mr, William Findlay then gave a receipt therefor, in 
the words following, to wit: 
Harrisburg, Dec. 3, 1828. 
Received from the president of the electoral college 
of the state of Pennsylvania, certificates of the votes gi- 
ven by them this day, for president and vice-president of 
| the United States, to be by me delivered to “The Pre- 
_sident of the Senate of the United States, Washington 
city, D. C.” to whom the same is directed, before the 
| first Wednesday of January next. 


| 
WM. FINDLAY. 
| On motion of Mr. Cunningham and Mr. King, 

One other of the packages, directed to the “Hon. 
| Joseph Hopkinson, Judge of the Eastern District of the 
| state of Pennsylvania,” containing the list of votes for 

president and vice-president of the United States, was 
ordered to be delivered to John B. Gibson, to deliver 
| the same accordingly, who receipted for the same in the 
| words following: 
Harrisburg, Dec. 3, 1828. 

Received from the president of the electoral college 
of the state of Pennsylvania, certificates of the votes 
given by them this day, for president and vice-president 
of the United States, endorsed ‘*'The President of the 
Senate of the United Strtes, Washington city, D. C.” 
and enclosed with this direction: ‘‘Hon Joseph Hop- 
kinson, Judge of the Eastern District of the state of 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia,” to be by me delivered to 
the said judge Joseph Hopkinson, within ten days from 
this date. 

JOHN B. GIBSON, 
On motion of Mr. Gicsey and Mr. King, 

Mr. James Gordon was appointed to deliver the re- 
maining package directed to the president of the senate 
of the United States, Washington City, District of Co- 
lumbia, to the postmaster at the seat of government of 
this state. 

The package was then delivered, and Mr. Gordon re- 
eeipted therefor in the words following, to wit: 

Harrisburg, December 3, 1828. 

Received from the president of the electoral college, 
of the state of Pennsylvania, certificates of the votes by 
them-given this day for president and vice-president of 
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the United States, to be by me delivered to the Post 
Master in this place, to be forwarded to “The president 
of the senate of the United States, Washington city, D. 
C.” to whom the same is directed. 
JAMES GORDON. 
On motion, 
Ordered, That Messrs. King, Sheets, and Frailey, be 
a committee to settle the pay due each elector respec- 
tively. 
After some time Mr. King made the following report: 
Harrisburg, Dec. 8, 1828. 
The undersigned ‘a committee appointed for that pur- 
pose, report that they have settled the respective ac- 
counts of the Electors, for the compensation allowed 
them by law, and that they are respectively entitled to 
the following sums, viz.* 


John B. Gibson $42 00 | Henry Winters $46 00 
Edward King 42 00 | William Thompson 66 00 
William Findlay 75 00] Leonard Rupert 36 00 
John Lisle 42 00 | Jacob Gearhart 36 00 
Jacob Holgate 42 00 | George Farnitz 18 00 
Samuel Humes 24 00 | Jacob Heyser 26 90 
J. W. Cuuningham 36 00 | John Harper 22 50 
George G. Leiper 46 20 | John Scott 42 00 
Henry Sheets 42 00 | William Piper 39 90 
Adam Kitscher 18 00} Valentine Geisey 75 00 
David Hottenstein 33 90 | James Gordon 75 00 
John M. Snowden 75 00 | Robert Scott 81 00 
Peter Frailey 36 00| Henry Allshouse 64 50 
Francis Baird 51 00 | James Duncan 93 00 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 
EDWARD KING, 
HENRY SCHEETS, 
PETER FRAILEY, 

On motion of Mr. King and Mr. Sheets, said report 
was again read, considered, and adopted. 

Warrants were accordingly so drawn, and, on motion 
of Mr. Gibson and John Scott, Messrs. Cunningham and 
Snowden were ordered to compare the amount of the 
warrants with the amount allowed each elector by the 
committee agreeably to their report as adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham and Mr. Snowden, the 
following resalution was read and agreed to. 

Resolved, That the secretary be requested to have the 
minutes of this Electoral College printed in pamphlet 
form. 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham and Mr. King, 

Ordered, That when the College adjourns, it adjourn 
to meet at seven o’clock, in the evening. 

On motion of Mr. Frailey and Mr. Geisey, the Col- 
lege adjourned until that hour. 

In the Evening, 

The college met pursuant to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Gordon and Mr. Harper, 

The following resolution was twice read, considered, 
and unanimously adopted: 
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| Thursday evening, Dec. 11, 1828. 


Mr. O'Neill presented a petition from sundry citizens, 
praying for the erection of a market house, west of 


Broad street. Referred to the committee on markets. 


Mr. Page presented a petition from John H. Willets, 
| praying for the use of the rooms in the State House, for 


a school on an improved plan. Referred to Committee 
on the State House. 





Mr. O’Neill, from the committee on the subject, re- 
ported that from two to three hundred dollars, had been 
collected for wharfage of vessels, lying at Sassafras st. 
wharf, from May to Uctober: and that of four different 
proposals, they considered that from W. Whildin, to 
| rent the wharf for steam boat and commercial purposes, 

as the most eligible. The report was laid on the table, 
and the committee authorized to continue to receive 
proposals till the 20th inst. 


The President stated that Mr. J. Hare Powell, one of 
the representatives of the city in the Senate of Penn- 
sylvania, had, for the information of Councils, forwarded. 

| from Harrisburg, a copy of a memorial of the following. 
tenor, lately presented to the Legislature. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania. 


The memorial of the subscribers owners of ground, 
on the banks of the river Schuylkill and traders on the 
said river: 

Respectfully sheweth, 

That by an act of Assembly, passed the 25th day of 
March, 1805, it was enacted, that if any person should 
build any wharf, storehouse, or other building, beyond 
low water mark, into the river Schuylkill, between the 
lower falls and its junction with the river Delaware, and 
without a license from the board of wardens, such per- 
sons should be liable to a fine of $1000. 


That under the authority of the said act, the board of 
wardens have permitted a large number of persons to 
erect wharves into the said river, beyond low water 
mark, so as to have from eight to seventeen feet water 
when the tide is out, but the said board of wardens do 
refuse permission under any circumstances to build storé 
houses below low water inark, even upon wharves built 

| according to their own regulations. 


That in consequence of the distance between low 
| water mark and the ends of the wharves being in many 
\ instances very great, the store houses are thrown so far 
‘back from where the boats can lay with safety to un- 
| load, and from the store houses being necessarily higher 
| than the wharves to keep them out of the reach of fresh- 
| ets, the process of loading and unloading boats is at- 
tended with much delay and merchandize and the pro- 





| 


Resolved, ‘That the thanks of the Electoral College | duce of the country liable to damage, it being rolled 
are hereby tendered to the Senate of the commonwealth through the mud from the boats to the end of the store 
of Pennsylvania, for their politeness in tendering the | house. If on the other hand the storehouse was extended 
electors the tise of their chamber during the sitting of | out so far beyond low water mark, that a boat, could 
the college, and that the secretary be directed to furnish | when the tide is out, lay along side of it with safety, and 
the Senate with a copy of this resolution. | by one operation load and unload, much time would be 

On motion of Mr. Cunningham and Mr. Allshouse, _| saved and much injury to merchandize avoided. 


é a . . fs ad a ' - . . 
rhe following resolution was twice read, considered, | Your memoridlists therefore pray that they may be 


and adopted: itted te otitah nied heir ‘ 
. | permitted to build storehouses on their wharves so that 
Resolved, That the thanks of this electoral college are | boats may safely lic by them to load and unload when 


hereby tendered to William Findlay, president, and | the tide is out. 
John De Pui, secretary of this college, for their kind 
aid in the discharge of the very arduous duties of their 
respective stations, during the sitting of this electoral | 
college. : | 

On motion of Mr. George G. Leiper, and Mr. Valen- 
tine Geisey—the college adjourned sine die. 

WM. FINDLAY, President. 
Attest—Joun Dz Pct, Secretary. 


And your memorialists as in duty bound, &c. 


The subject was referred to Messrs. Maitland, Page, 
Read, and Richards. 


| On motion of Mr. Read of the Select Council, it was' 
resolved that the Committee'on the State House and 
Independence Square be instructed to inquire inte the 
expediency of appropriating the second floor of the 
State House for the purgose of a court room and offices 


[* They amount to $1316 90.] for the Circuit and District.Courts of the United States, 
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and at the same time be authorised to receive proposals 
for leasing the same for the purposes aforesaid. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, the following resolutions 
were adopted, Mr. J. stating that as the Paving Com- 
mittee intended that the paving next year should be un- 
der their immediate inspection, the information called 
for was necessary for their guidance. 

Resolved by the Select and Common Councils, that 
the City Commissioners, be and they are hereby direct- 
ed, to furnish Councils at their next stated meeting, with 
a statement of the amount of moneys expended on new 
pavements, within the present year, designating the 
streets or squares, so paved, together with a separate 
statement of the number of yards pavedin each district 
respectively. 

Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, that 
the City Commissioners be and they are hereby direct- 
ed, to cause to be laid before Councils at their next sta- 
ted meeting, a statement of the improvements, which 
in their opinion are necessary to be made the ensuing 
season, whether east of Broad street or fronting on the 
river Schuylkill, designating the: streets or squares re- 
quiring to be paved, together with those which require 
to be graduated or filled up to the regulations, and also 
the number of loads of paving stone and number of feet 
of curb stone, necessary for the same.—Phila. Gaz. 


PENNSYLVANIA CANAL. 





We have now the pleasure to lay before our readers 
the annual report of the Canal Commissioners, which 
affords an interesting view of the progress of that im- 
portant work, and encourages the hope that at no very 
distant period, we shall begin to reap the fruits of the 
well directed liberality of the Legislature. 

The Canal Commissioners of Pennsylvania respect- 
fully submit the foliowing 

REPORT: 

By their annual report on the 25th December 1827, 
it appeared, that the amount of canal, then under con- 
tract, and in progress towards completion was about 212 
miles, composed of the following divisions. 
Western division from Pittsburg, up the Alle- 

gheny, Kiskeminetas, and Conemaugh to 

Blairsville. : 
Part of French creek feeder, from Bemis mill 


80 miles 


“to Coneaut Out let, 9 miles 
Eastern division, from the mouth of Swatara 
to that of Juniata, 24 miles 
Juniata division, from a point near the mouth 
of Juniatato Lewistown, 444 miles 
Susquehanna division, from a point near the 
mouth of Juniata to Northumberland, 37 miles 
Delaware division, from Bristol to Taylor’s 
ferry, 18 miles | 
2123 miles. | 


This aggregate is increased by about 44 miles added 
to the Juniata and Susquehanna divisions, in order to 
unite them at a convenient point on Duncan’s island, 
making the whole amount contracted for, under the au- 
thority of the acts of 1826 and 1827, about 217 miles. 

Since the report alluded to was made, the work on 
the several divisions has been steadily prosecuted. Cov- 
siderable delay was produced by the prevalence of high 
water, from an early period last fall to the month of June 
last, and severe inconvenience has also been felt, from 
sickness on the Juniata, Susquehanna and Delaware. 

It will appear nevertheless from the following sketch 
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spring. From the salt works fifty miles above Pittsburg, 

to the Kiskeminetas feeder, the line is im actual use, and 

water is now flowing through that feeder, to supply the 

whole distance below. From the salt works upwards: 

to Blairsville nothing remains which may not easily be 
finished during the present winter. 

The nine miles of the French creek feeder are in » 
similar state of forwardness. One or two culverts, four 
bridges, the fencing of the line and a very smal? quanti- 
ty of excavation and inside wall, are the only matters re- 
quiring further attention. 

The amount of work done on the Juniata, between 
Lewistown and the mouth of Juniata may be regarded 
as equal to 2-3 of the whole. This line has suffered 
from sickness more severely, than any other in the state, 
and it experienced moreover a great scarcity of hands, 
in the earlier part of the season. Those difficulties 
being now entirely removed, its completion may be ex- 
pected before the Ist of August. 

The Susquehanna division from the mouth of Juniata. 
to Northumberland, is considered 3? completed. Like 
the Juniata line, it was delayed by the scarcity of work- 
men in the early summer months, and by the sickness 
incident to our river valleys. At its present rate of pro- 
gression, it cannot fail of completion by the first of July 
next. 

The eastern division is entirely finished, except the 
two sections at Peters mountain, (on which about two: 
months work remains, ) and the aqueduct embankment 
at Stony and Clark’s creeks. It is confidently believed, 
that the navigation from the mouth of Juniata to Mid- 
dletown will be in actual use before the rising of the 
Legislature. 

The contracts existing on the Delaware, at the date 
of the last report, extended only to the excavation and 
Canal formation of 18 miles, and included no work of 
wood or stone. All these contracts have been satisfac- 
torily completed, and further contracts have been made, 
for the locks, culverts, aqueducts and bridges on that _ 
portion of the line, to be executed early in the next sea- 
son. 

In executing the act of the last session of the Legis- 
lature, making further appropriations for the Pennsyl- 
vania canal, and directing additional contracts to be 
made, the Board acted on the principle, that the money 
thus placed at their disposal, should as far as practicable, 
be devoted to the old lines, and that the new contracts 
should be made so late in the season, as to constitute no 
serious charge upon the existing appropriation. ' 

At the meeting of the Board in March, it was deemed: 
advisable, to place under contract seven additional miles 
of the Delaware division, which was accordingly done 
on the 20th May following. No arrangement having 
yet been made with the State of New Jersey for the 
use of the Delaware, and it being still uncertain, from 
what quarter the canal might ultimately be filled with 
water, the engineer was directed to re-examine the 
whole line from New Hope to Easton, and so to adjust 
its location, as to admit of a full and easy supply, what- 
ever might be the result of a negotiation with New 
Jersey. This was satisfactorily effected to a point about 
seven miles below Easton, from which the location must 
entirely depend upon the question, whether the Dela- 
ware or the Lehigh be used as afeeder. The Board ac- 
cordingly determined at their meeting in August, to 
place under contract 28} miles from New Hope upwards, 
and to reserve the remaining distance until the result of 
the negotiation pending with New Jersey should be 
known. Of this amount 18 miles were contracted for 
on the 18th of September, and 103 miles more on the 
18th of November. The excavation and canal forma- 
tion of the firstseven miles of the Delaware line, above 





of the state of those divisions, that a great amount of | Taylor’s ferry are nearly complete. The next f8 miles 


work has been accomplished. 


are actively advancing and in the remaining 104 miles, 


The whole Western division from the out let locks on | the contractors are now commencing their operations. 
the Allegheny to Blairsville is so far completed, that it | The payments already made on the new line, amount to 


will unquestionably be navigable at the opening of the | $28,285,23. Itis the intention of the Board to extend’ 
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their contracts to Easton as early as possible next 
rin 

At the meeting of the board in March last, Charles 
T. Whippo, Esq. was appointed an engineer, and was 
directed to commence the location of a canal line upon 
the north branch of the Susquehanna. Having selected 
the Nanticoke falls, 54 miles above Northumberland, as 
the proper place for taking a feeder, he continued his 
line 27 miles downwards, and reported it to the board 
at their meeting in June. His plan being approved, that 
portion of .the canal was placed under contract, on the 
24th of July. At the meeting in August, the remaining 
distance of 27 miles to Northumberland, was located by 
the board, and the superintendent was directed to enter 
into contracts for 18 miles, so as to make up the 45 
miles, authorised by law. The work on this division 
has advanced with great spirit, and should the legisla- 
ture authorise the construction of the remaining 9 miles, 
estimated to cost only 37,000 dollars, a perfect naviga- 
tion of 54 miles on the north branch, laying open the 
whole region of anthracite coal on that stream, will be 
in use by the spring of 1830. 

In conformity with the act of the last session, Mr. 
Francis W. Rawle, anengineer in the service of the 
board, was instructed to make an accurate survey and 
estimate on both sides of the*West Branch, from North- 
umberland to the mouth of Bald Eagle. His report of 
these surveys having been laid before the board at their 
session in August, and it appearing to their satisfaction, 
that the left bank of the river was decidedly preferable, 
a portion of canal on that bank, commencing at North- 
umberland, and extending upwards to the Muncy Hills, 
23 miles was placed under contract on the 1st of Octo- 
ber. Since that period the work has been commenced 
on every section, and within the present week payments 
will have been made, to the amount of twenty thousand 
dollars. 

As this line presents unusual facilities no doubt is en- 
tertained of its completion within the’ coming year. 

At an early period of the summer, Mr. Clinton, the | 
engineer of the Juniata division, was instructed to con- 
tinue that line, from its termination at Lewistown, a fur- 
ther distance of 45 miles. In the preliminary examina- 
tions necessary for this purpose, a survey was made, as 
required by law, to determine the practicability of car- 
rying the canal, along the Kishecoquillas valley. At 
the meeting in August, Mr. Clinton made a report on 
this subject, and presented to the Board a draft and es- 
timate of the line selected. He also reported, that the 
proposed route alopg the Kishecoquillas valley was 
wholly impracticable. In the month of October last, 
contracts were éntered into for 45 miles, commencing at 
Lewistown, and terminating at Smith’s Mills, a short dis- 
tance above Huntingdon. On this portion of the canal 
operations have partially commenced, but no payments 
will be made until the 15th of January next, and its 
completion isnot looked for before the middle of the 
year 1830. 

Cantracts have also been entered into, for the exten- 
sion of the French creek feeder 104 miles for continu- 
ing the Western Division from Blairsville up the Cone- 
maugh 27 miles, and fer ten miles of the distance be- 
tween Middletown and Columbia, all of which are com- 
menced, but no payments have been made for work ex- 
cept a smal] amount of the feeder line. 

Early last spring, Major Wilson as engineer of the 
Pennsylvania railway,,was directed to commence at Co- 
lumbia, and to make an accurate location of the whole 
‘ine from thence to Philadelphia. He was instructed to 
examine every route which had been proposed to the 
Board, or which might be deemed advantageous by the 
inhabitants of the country through which the improve- 
ment passes. In such asurvey much time was necessa- 
rily consumed, and consequently no part of the line has 
yet been constructed. At the present session of the 
Board, a full and gratifying report has been received 
from Major Wilson, showing that a railway graduated | 
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within the limit of locomotive machinery is perfectly 
practicable from the bank of the Susquehanna to that of 
the Schuylkill, and containing minute estimates and de- 
scriptions of the work. At each end of the road an in- 
clined plane and stationary engine will be required to 
reach the river leyel. From the inclined plane on the 
Schuylkill, which it is contemplated to fix near the resi- 
dence of the late Judge Peters, the railway will cross 
that river by a bridge, and pursuing the line of the old 
Union Canal, will reach the city of Philadelphia, at the 
intersection of Broad and Vine streets. 

The Board have reason to believe, that the selectiofi 
of this line has been skilful and judicious; and that the 
mode of entering the city of Philadelphia is preferable 
to any other proposed. They have therefore confirmed 
the whole location, and in compliance with law have di- 
rected the road formation of 40 miles to be placed under 
contract. ° 

It is believed, that a line of Railway leading to a large 
city, cannot exert its full capability, without the construc- 
tion ef branch lines. near its point of termination, by 
means of which the trade may be conveniently diffused. 
It would be difficult for the Board to fix the localities of 
such branch lines, as they must occupy in some degree; 
the streets of the city, and otherwise interfere with its 
internal regulations. They have regarded it, however, 
as agreat advantage attending the present Jocation, that 
by keeping the level of the summit between the Schuyl- 
kill and the Delaware, it admits of an easy extension to 
the latter river, through the city or adjoining districts; 
and it is recommended that every facility for such ex- 
tensions be afforded, either to the corporations of the 
city and districts, or to associations of individuals formed 
for the purpose. 

While considering this subject, they have been struck 
with the importance, in a commercial point of view, of 
a line from the stationary engine near Judge Peters’, to 
some point onthe Schuylkill, affording a complete com- 
munication with the ocean. As such a line must follow 
the west side of the river, the difficulty before suggests 
ed would not be felt; and, but for want of authority un- 
der the existing law, the board would be prepared to 
direct its construction. 

A particular and very extensive examination of the 
Allegheny mountain, with a view to a portage between 
the Juniata and Conemaugh levels, has been made this 
season, by Mr. Nathan S. Roberts. A number of pro- 
jected routes have received attention, and a vast amount 
of useful information is embodied in his report. The 
results however, are not so conclusive as to justify a de- 
cision, until some additional investigations shall have 
been made. 

Mr. Roberts having accepted employment elsewhere, 
Moncure Robinson, Esq. an engineer of high reputa- 
tion, has been appointed in his place. He will be fur- 
nished with the notes and drafts of Mr. Roberts, and as 
early as possible, will commence his enquiries with a 
view to the construction of a railway composed of lifts 
and levels, and also of a Mac Adamised road of easy 
graduation, between the two Canals. This latter exami- 
nation is dictated from a belief that such a turnpike will 
be found indispensable for the accommodation of tra- 
vellers having business on the Canals and Railways, and 
not from a wish to place it in competition with the first 
named mode of improvement, as a means of transporta- 
tion for mefchandise and produce. 

The surveys authorised by law, for a Rail road from 
“some point on the Schuylkill Canal to Sunbury, Dan- 
ville and Catawissa,” and for Canals and Railways be- 
tween the Lehigh and North Branch by Nescopeck val- 
ley and other projected routes, have beenably executed 
by Mr. Robinson; within the present season. For an 
account of operations so extended, embracing the whole 
summit between the waters of the Susquehanna and the 
Delaware, as far north as the Lackawanna, and brench- 
ing off into innumerable lateral examinations, recourse 
must be had to the Report of Mr. Robinson, annexed 
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hereto. Among other results, it is ascertained, thata| French Creek Feeder : - - 76,000 
Canal by way of Nescopeck Valley, is entirely practi-| From Middletown to Columbia - - 245,000 
cable, althongh the amount of lockage will prove a se- Conemaugh from Blairsville to Johnstown, 500,000 
rious inconvenience. It appears also, that from Cata-| Part of Pennsylvania Rail Road, - ~~ - 200,006 
wissa, a railway suited to locomotive engines, except at ——— 
the summit, where stationary power must be employed, $3,511,000 


may be carried, cither through Quakake Valley to the| Itis estimated from the experience of former seasons, 
Lehigh, by the Schuylkill to Pottsville, or the head of | that supposing the utmost activity to be used upon all of 
Little Schuylkill to its mouth, and that a Railway conve: | the lines within the approaching year, at least $700,000 
niently adjusted for the use of horse power, may be | of the aggregate exhibited gy this statement will remain 
made from Pottsville to Sunbury or Danville. Particu- | to be expended in the year 1850, so that the amount 
lar drafts and estimates of several of these routes, will | required for the operations of next year, making full al- 
be forwarded to the Legislature, as soon as they can be | lowance forthe sums yet to be paid on the Eastern and 
prepared: Western Divisions, cannot materially exceed ¢3,000,000, 
' Agreeably to the law of the last session.a further ex-| and may probably fall short of that sum. Inasmuch, 
amination of the proposed line of canal from Easton | however, as the faith of the Commonwealth is already 
along the Delaware to Carpenter’s Point, has been | pledged for the contracts made, it will probably be de- 
made by Major Douglass, and two estimates have been | irable, that a precise limit should not be fixed, and that 
furnished; one for a canal of the same dimensions with full scope should be given for the execution of such 
that below Easton, and the other for a canal of reduced | contracts as early as possible. 

size, as described inthe law. ‘The cost ofthe largerim-| That this statement presents a scene of operations of 
provement is estimated at an average of $15,309 per | great extent is readily admitted. Bat it is equally cer- 
mile, and of the, smaller, at $11,678. The last mentioned | tain that a vigorous effort for another year, will so re- 





sum having fallen below the maximum fixed by the Le- 
gislature, a resolution determining the location of the 
line, has been passed by the board, but no part has been 
placed under contract. 

At the meeting of the Board in March last, Mr. Ed- 
ward F. Gay, late engineer of the Conestoga navigation, 
was selected to execute the surveys with a view to ca- 
nals and slack water navigation, directed to be made, on 
the Allegheny, Monongahela, and Ohio rivers; his in- | 
structions embraced the various modes of improvement | 
mentioned in the act of the last session of the Legisla- | 
ture, and a full report on each of the subjects referred 
to his care, is now presented. The cost of a navigation 
by dams, locks, and ponds adapted to steam boats, 
along the Allegheny river, from the mouth of French 
creek to that of Kiskeminetas, (the plan preferred by | 
Mr. Gay,) is estimated at $923,098 or about $10,000 


. . . . | 
a mile, for 934 miles. He represents the construction | 





duce its magnitude as to place the success of the whole 
system of internal improvement beyond a reasonable 
doubt. By the month of August next, 47 miles. on the 
Juniata, forty-one miles more on the Susquehanna, and 
twenty-eight miles on the Delaware, will certainly be 


| completed, reducing the whole distance to 184 miles. 


By the month of December next, the North and 
West Branch Divisions may be ready for navigation, 
the Delaware line to Easton will be nearly completed, 
and the obligations of the Commonwealth for lines now 
under contract, will have been reduced to a sum consi- 


| derably short of one million of dollars. 


Upon the view thus presented.the Board would pro- 
pose a system of proceeding, recommended at once by 
its extreme simplicity, its tendency to sustain the confi- 
dence of the public, and the certainty it affords, that 
the whole scheme of the Internal Improvement adopted 
by the state, embracing a complete communication 


of a canal along the Monongahela, as almost impracti-| from Philadelphia to Pittsburg and Lake Erie, and the 
cable, but the river may be advantageously improved in | projected lines along the Susquehanna, its branches, and 
many places by dams and locks, at an expense of $265,- | the Delaware, may be triumphantly executed within a 





000. The cost of steam boat navigation from Pittsburgh | 
down the Ohio to Beaver, by dams and locks, is esti- | 
mated at $221,298. 


At a late period of the present season Mr. Wm. H. | 
Hopkins, an engineer recently in the service of the | 
state of Ohio, was engaged to ascertain the practica- | 
bility of a rail road from the west end of the Harrisburg | 
bridge to Chambersburg, and from thence by way of 
Gettysburg to York. His labours in the field are now | 
about completed, and his report, as soon as received, 
will be forwarded to the Legislature. 

In this sketch of operations within the past year, it | 
has been the object of the board to avoid all unnecessary | 
detail. For such further particulars as may be desired, | 
reference is made to the numerous documents annexed | 
hereto. 


For the sake of brevity, also, they have deemed it ex- 
pedient, to present ata single view, a list of all the con- | 
tracts, which will claim attention within the coming | 
year. As the Eastern and Western Divisions are already 
so far completed, that they cannot be the source of | 
much additional expenditure, after the work already 
done shall be paid for, they are left out of the account. 
The other lines at a liberal estimate will stand as fol- 
lows: 


Delaware - - - - . - $520,000 | 
North Branch - - : - - 330,000 
West Branch - - - . - 151,000 
Juniata, (Lower Line) - - - 315,000 | 


Do. (Upper Line) 
Susquehanna division, including dam and 
bridge over the river 


890,000 | 


284,000 | 


reasonable period. 

It is based upon the supposition that the whole ex- 
penditure of the present year will be $3,000,000, which 
added to $3,300,000 already borrowed, makes 6,300,000 
dollars; and also that the income from the Eastern and 
Western Divisions next year will-equal the interest of 
the excess of the canal debt above $6,000,000, at the 
end of that year. Upon these suppositions it is pro- 
posed. 

1. That the revenue at present applicable to the in- 
terest of canal loans be so increased by legislative pro- 
visions, as t@ produce annually the interest of six mil- 
lions of dollars, independently of all receipts from the 
canals. 

2. That all further extensions of the lines of improve- 
ment beyond the cost of six millions of dollars, shall be 
made by loan, upon the credit of receipts, from the fin- 
ished canal, and shall be limited by the sufficiency of 
those receipts to discharge the interest of such further 
loans. 

3. That as the finished portions of the canal increase 
in revenue, so as to exceed the interest of the loans, to 
which they are pledged, the excess shall be applied as 
a sinking fund, or as a fund for the making of other va- 
luable improvements, not included in the present sys 
tem. 

The Board in offering these suggestions desire it to 
be understood, that they mean not to diminish-the ex- 
tent of the system, already adopted, but on the contrary 
that they, calculate upon its early and effectual comple- 
tion. They entertain no doubt, that the receipts from 
canal tolls, within the year 1830, will justify the ex- 
penditure of three millions that year, if such a sum be 
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required; and will increase from that time in a ratio} whether contracts for repairs done to the works, after it 


fully equal to the further wants of the commonwealth 
in executing its system. In proof of this they remark, 
that during the whole of next season 103 miles of valua- 
ble canal will be in full operation, that at the commence- 
ment of the year 1830, the extent navigable will be 
290 miles, and that within the last mentioned year, 
it will be extended to 350 miles, embracing sections 
equalled by none other in promise and importance. 
They have based their calculations as to the practica- 
bility and consequences of the plan proposed, upon 


facts which they regard as established, and they look to | 


its adoption, or that of some other corresponding in 
principle, however different in detail as essential to the 
preservation of public confidence, and the ultimate suc- 
céss of the improvements begun. 

* By the report of the Board in December last, the 
amount of contracts existing, was estimated at about 
2,050,000 dollars, and this amount was soon after in- 
creased to 2,350,000 dollars, by additions on the Sus- 
quehanna and Juniata divisions, which included a bridge 
across the Susquehanna, an aqueduct over the Juniata, 
a set of outlet locks, and about four miles of canal. 

“ To mect these contracts the means of the Buard have 
een 


1, The balance then remaining of the 





appropriation of 1827, about $400,000 
2. Appropriation of 1828 2,000, 000 
$2,400,000 


Of this sum, however, 150,000 dollars have been di- 
verted to other objects. The expenditures on new lines 
subsequently put under contract amount to 110,000, and 
about 4000 have been drawn from the Treasury for sur- 
veys, damages, expenses of the Board, and other contin- 
gent items. 

This statement has been made, to account for the fact, 
which has tn a different form been communicated to 
the Legislature, that the appropriation of 1828 is al- 
ready exhausted, and that the exigencies of the service 
call for a further and immediate supply. Further par- 
ticulars, as to the precise objects to which the funds 
have been applied, will appear by the reports of the 
several acting commissioners and superintendants, an- 
nexed hereto. 

One or two subjects remain to be presented for con- 
sideration. . 

At the present session of the Board, a statement has 
been made from a quarter entitled to great respect, that 
a communication between the Pennsylvania Canal, 
along the west branch with the river, at a point opposite 
Lewisburg, will be productive of convenience to a large 
section of valuable country. The Board appreciate fully 
the importance of the district, which the arrangement 
would accommodate, and they do not hesitate to recom- 
mend the subject to the consideration of the legislature. 
What may be the precise cost of such a communication 
and upon which plan it might most easily be effected, 
they are not at this time prepared to say, but they ap- 

rehend no serious difficulty upon either point, if an 
opportunity be given for proper examinations. 

In a number of instances the mode of constructing 
the lines of improvement have already or will hereafter 
produce a large amount of water power, which may be 
disposed of on profitable terms to the Commonwealth, 
without injury to the public works. The dam across 
the Susquehanna at Shamokin, and the various dams 
along the Conemaugh, Kiskeminetas, and Juniata, are 
prominent examples. At present no available power to 
sell or lease such wster rights exists in the Board, and 
as the time is approaching, when they may easily be 
made a source of revenue, the subject is urged upon the 
attention of,the Legislature. 

Under the existing laws, authorising the commission- 
to make the necessary contracts for the construction of 
canals, a doubt has arisen in the accounting department, 


had been taken off the hands of the original contractor, 
' can be considered as included. A modification of the 
' law is therefore asked, which will enable the Board 
| promptly to make and pay for such repairs as may be 
required on the lines of the canal. Such lines cannot be 
regarded as completed, until the water has been admit- 
ted, and the accidents attending a first trial of their 
| strength have been remedied. In general these re- 
| pairs will be made by the acting Commissioner, or Su- 
| perintendant, having charge of the next unfinished line. 
| In one instance, however, it has already occurred, 

that the acting commissioner could not find time for 
| this additional duty. ‘The Board have therefore appoint- 
| ed a supervisor to take charge of the Western Division 
as far as completed, and to direct the making of all ‘ne- 
cessary repairs. ‘The same necessity may probably ex- 
ist in other quarters before the close of the year, and it 
will be conyenient, that such officers have power to ob- 
tain the funds required, immediately from the Treasury, 
It is proposed therefore, that all supervisors of the canal 
lines, who may be appointed by the Board, shall give 
bond to the Commonwealth in the sum of ten thousand 
dollars, and shall be permitted to draw money to that 
amount under’ restrictions, and with obligations to ac- 
count, similar to these prescribed in the case of Acting 
Commissioners and Superintendants, 

Signed by order of the Board. 
DANIEL MONTGOMERY, President, 

Attest—Jos. M‘Itvarnr, Secretary. 


Canal Office, Harrisburg, Dee. 11th, 1828. 
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FROM POULSON’S AMERICAN DAILY ADVERTISER. 
STATESMEN. 

Towards the close of that period of our city history, 
when the State Legislature sat, where it now ought to 
be in session, in the Old State House, on Chesnut street, 
His Excellency, the first Governor, under the new Con- 
stitution, a hero of the revolution; the most popular man 
in the State, and without a competitor before the Peo- 
ple— was observed one day with great interest, by three 
boys, (sitting beneath the shade of a thorn hedge) on 
his return from his, (at the time,) well known superb 
country mansion near the falls of the Schuylkill. He 
was dressed in full uniform, as commander-in-chief; hol- 
sters and bear skin, military boots and spurs—mounted 
on his “gallant gray,” and moving elegantly and rapidly 
along the ridge road, on his way into the city; being fol- 
lowed by his biack servant, in suitable livery, handsome- 
ly mounted, and coming hard after him, at proper mili- 
tary distance. 

In his walks about the town, and through the market, 
on market days, he was usually followed, in the latter 
case, by his serving man, yielding, beneath the pressure 
of anample basket. Upon the pavement walk, as re- 
membered, he stood very erect; dressed as a citizen in 
rich apparel such as became a gentleman of his circle; 
was of the middle size, with a handsome rotund, but ac- 
tive person; evidently ‘‘with good capon lined;” a hear- 
ty claret coloured, or rather ruddy complexion, and a 
keen coal black eye. He moved in a kind of quick 
step, and conversed with a brisk and easy sort of elocu- 
tion, while stopping, with some of the “great ones of 
the city” who had encountered him on his way. The 
word being given, at Fourth street market—‘ ‘here 
comes the governor,” would pass along among the vic- 
tuallers, from stall to stall. Good morning Mr. Cope— 
good morning governor—and so onward to Mr. Woelp- 
per, near Second street, and through Jersey market.— 
Good morning Mr. Slean—‘‘Good morning—hope thou 
art well to day”—down to the fish women “on the hill.” 

At this time, they withstood the “pelting of the piti- 
less storm,” during the winter season, sheltered only by 
their thick coating cloaks, and warmed only by cups of 
coals, enclosed in small ‘‘wooden stoves:”—nevertheless 
they all vied with each other, which of them should 
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have the pleasure of selling to his Excellency, the finest 
rock fish. Such was the popularity, and personal influ- 
ence of the governor, resulting from a well earned 
fame, that meeting, one day, as if by accident, a tumul- 
tuous body of the sailors of the port, who had agitated 
the city for a day or two, by marching up and down, in 
helter skelter order of procession, with clubs and co- 
lours: they seeking redress, they knew not where (for 
wrongs real or imaginary;) and wanting a friend, they 
knew not whom, finally resolved to march up ‘to Con- 
gress,”’ then in session at the hall. 


The governor, being apprised of the circumstance; 
and having selected a suitable elevation on the route, 


hailed the ringleaders as they came up, which brought 


the whole posse to a stand still. They knowing him to 
be somebody, listened attentively to what he said to 


them; and he being equally ready with his tongue, as 
with the sword and pen; and pledging himself to sup- 


ort them, should they call upon him the next morning, 


in all just claims in the present instance—he so touched 
their finer feelings, and made such an appeal to their pa- 
triotism, that instead of surrounding Congress Hall, as 


they had intended to do, they. dispersed immediately, 
with three cheers for the noble governor. 


The State Secretary, during the forenoon in fair wea- 
ther, was to be seen occasionally, either on the broad 


pavement before his office, (then in the State House, 


up stairs,) or shaded beneath “the elms,” then in their 
youthful beauty within the square, he walking up and 


down, in conversation with others, in his usual easy, 


highly polished, gentlemanly way, and “‘winning golden 
He was very con- 
spicuous among the crowd without, by his fine person 


opinions. from all sorts of people.” 


and noble appearance—his ever ready gracious smile, 


and friendly grasp of the hand; by his earnestness of 
manner, and animated gesture ; observable at times 
while discussing some constitutional limit with the gen- 


tlemen of the bar; by his dressed and powdered hair; 


which was so contrived by the Friseur, as to appear 
very bushy at the ears, forming a striking contrast with 


his glassy black round beaver hat, usually worn by him 


raking a little on the one side; also by his elegant small 
bob of hair pendant behind, fastened with a riband, and 


rolling gracefully, as he turned his head about from 
shoulder to shoulder. 


his hand in courtesy,” at a somebody across the way; 


and then, leaning familiarly, with his ungloved hand, 
upon the shoulder of some Pennsylvania farmer, and 
listening attentively to his communication, relative to 


some business he might have in the office of the state 
secretary. 


The person of the first Chief Justice, under the new 
constitution, was familiar to every inhabitant, by his ve- 
nerable appearance on the street, calculated to arrest 
the attention of every passing stranger; his ample cock- 
ed hat and powdered wig, curled at the ears, his san- 
guine complexion and energetic look; his dark cinna- 
mon coloured suit, and splendid ruffies at the knuckles; 
his erect and manly gait, and his golden headed cane 
carried by him ‘‘trail arms” in his right hand. On his 
way from his antique palace shaped mansion (then stand- 
ing in South Third street,) up Third and up Chesnut 
street to the Supreme Court, he, was observed some 
times to “travel out of the record” passing by Israel 
Israel’s corner, and returning occasionally, a profound 
bow, to the morning salutations of some of the leading 
politicians of the day, (usually assembled thereabout, 
even as the Athenians at “Mars Hill,” to see and hear 
of some new thing,) and so cnward, as far as Thomas 
Parker’s new regulator, near Cook’s buildings, (which 
regulator had now eclipsed the ancient fame of the “old 
clock,” standing within the entry of John Wood, watch- 
maker, at the south east corner of Chesnut and Front 
streets,) for the express purpose of comparing, and 
having his gold waich set, if necessary, to the true 


standard time, so that when seated upon the bench in ' 


REMINISCENCES OF PHILADELPHIA. 








Now he was to be seen kissing 













[Deczum BER 





any matter relative thereto, he could speak emphatical- 
y: 


_ The Senate of Pennsylvania, held their deliberations 
in an upper chamber of the State House, Anthony Mor- 
ris, Speaker, in the chair, facing the north:—his person- 
al appearance from the chair, was that of an amiable 
contemplative placid looking gentleman, dressed fashion- 
ably plain, in a suit of mixed or drab cloth; fair com- 
plexion, and light flaxen hair slightly powdered; his 
imperturbable serenity of countenance,seemingly illumi- 
nated by a brilliant pair of silver mounted spectacles. 


The Representatives’ Chamber was in the east wing 
down stairs, designated, since the arrival of La Fayette, 
as “Independent Hall,” George Latimer in the chair, 
facing the west. When seated in the chair, and the ta- 
ble before him, he seemed admirably adapted to the 
station he so honourably filled, and which he had the 
honor to fill, by his well formed manly person from his 
bust upward, and being’ of the proper height and bulk; 
his neck supporting a head and physiognomy of the 
first order; even such an one as is given by Milton, to 
our first Parent, in these words: 


“His fair large front, and eye sublime, declared 
**Absolute rule.”’ 





Nevertheless, being judged even by his political op- 
ponents, all spake of him as being possessed in a hi 
degree of that admirable quality, of “softness in the 
manner but firmness in the purpose” which he exhibit- 
ed one day with great effect. A new member, fresh 
from his constituents, and highly charged with the poli- 
tical fluid of the day, attempted to introduce personality 
into the debate. He was on the instant stopped by Mr. 
Speaker, and cautioned by him, very gently, to beware; 
as it would in no case be permitted. The member, 
notwithstanding, ina short time afterwards, intimated 
something like a repetition of his purpose, on which 
Mr. Speaker raised himself upon his feet, and addressed 
to-him certain words of powerful import, in a low, but 


Jirm tone of voice, which caused the offending member 


to shrink within himself, as a touched terrapin within 
the shell—Mr. Speaker, the mean while, deliberately 
preparing with finger and thumb, to regale himself from 
his open snuff box, with acool pinch of snuff. 


On the floor of the House and from the lobby, the 
first object which arrested the attention of the specta- 
tor, was the venerable appearance of old Mr. Hiltzhei- 
mer, from South seventh street; he being always among 
the first in his place, and looking towards the door with 
the most profound gravity, through a pair of full moon 
spectacle glasses; or else reading, and filing away, the 
daily printed journal which had been just handed him, 
damp from the press, 


-The largest man in the House, and probably in the 
state at the time, was the member from Berks county, 
Mr. Coolbaugh: a gentleman of high respectability, and 
very popular among his constituents, though sometimes 
designated in the city as the ‘‘Dutch Giant,”—but 
among them all, as the leading master spirit, or “Pros- 
pero” of the assembly; and the most memorable state 
politician of the day, was the far-famed (within the 
boundaries of the state) Doctor Michael Leib. He 
was always remarkable, in the house, for his erect posi- 
tion of crest; his fashionable gentlemanly dress and ad- 
dress—his handsome face and ruddy complexion, and 
his piercing brilliant black eyes, sparkling with intelli- 
gence, and quickness of thought. He used to be seen 
continually in motion somewhere ; either conversin 
with animated gestures, among other members surround- 
ing the fire place, addressing himself to the chair, in 
some energetic speech, exhibiting therein thoughts 
which glowed, and words which burned in*the cause of 
‘the People,” as he at all times constantly averred in 
days LANG SYNE. 
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To the Editors of the New York Gazette. 


GrntTLEmeEN,—I hand you herewith another commu- 
nication addressed to your respected friend Poulson, of 
Philadelphia, which I hope will appear in your paper. 

Yours respectfully, 
AN OLD PHILADELPHIAN. 
Mr. Poulson, 

Marry come up! I find that the few recollections of 
my favourite city, which were favoured with a place in 
my respected friend’s paper in this city, have been the 
means of brushing up the memories of several others. 
I hope they will continue to amuse the good inhabitants 
of Philadelphia; and I promise you, I will not be behind 
hand in contributing my mite. “Robert Shallow” thinks 
I belong to the Society of Friends—no disparagement, 
but Ido not. He says he could almost name the square 
in which I resided, judging from what I wrote. He 
might as well say, I was an Episcopalian, because [ used 
to go in the belfry of Christ Church on the usual even- 
ings of ringing. I would often meet there, his old friend 
Billy Wigglesworth; by the by, I knew Billy as well as 
I did the father, and knowing his propensity for playing 
off tricks, I, on one occasion, turned the key on him in 
the lock of the belfry of Christ Church afid there he 
remained until let out by his friend Sermon, who resided 
directly opposite the Church. 

No, Mr. Poulson, I can tell him of many matters, and 
things concerning the inhabitants of every part of the 
city and Northern Liberties. Icould go with him over 
Pool’s bridge, visit the residence of Esquire, William 
Coates, Justice of the Peace, and old Mr. Leib, tanner 
and currier, and the father of the Doctor. I could pass 
over with him to Spring Garden, to the old brick house 
tavern kept more than forty years ago by Barney Jacobs. 
I could yet run with him out the Ridge Road, visit Tur- 
ner’s lane, and point out, and name, the ancient owner 
of every respectable country house. I could dash down 
and write him an account of the secret memoirs of South- 
wark, Passyunk, and Moyamensing; and, if his breath 
would hold out, pass over Gray’s ferry, along the wood- 
lands; leave the middle ferry to the right, reach the up- 
per bridge, and re-cross to Robert Morris’ old country 
residence, and tell him such things as his young mind 
never knew; and, if all this would not content him, I 
would make a trip to Sammy Cooper’s ferry, in the 
Jerseys; and, if he wished it, ride with him down to 
Woodbury; return via Gloucester Point House, refresh 


ourselves with a cheerful glass, and on our way home, |/ 


int out to him ‘*Wharton’s Place,” where the champ 
Fete was given in honour of Lord Howe, previous to his 
departure from Philadelphia: and, if he was desirous td 
hear it, a full description of that famous Mechiazan,; and 
as he will have accompanied me thus far, perhaps he 
would have no objections to Darby and Chester, and 
take dinner at the house formerly kept by Mrs. Withy, 
(and who is the Philadelphian, that was ever fond of 

eating, that had not feasted himself at her well 
spread table)—but how shall we go that distance? A 
hackney coach, by all means. Plenty of them now-a- 
days. I well remember when Philadelphia could boast 
of but one hackney coach—it was owned and driven by 
a man with a wooden leg, his name was Myers; and his 
stand was opposite the Conestogo Waggon, in Market 
street. He might have starved by his business; sure I 
am he could not have gained a living by it. 

In those days, it was not unfashionable for ladies and 
gentlemen to walk. But it is time to leave Chester, and 
go as far as Marcus Hook; jump on board an Egg-harbor 
shallop, (no steam boats then) and land at the draw- 
bridge; take a look at the Old Fish House; walk up 
Spruce street, to Second, and make a low bow at the 
house once occupied by Mrs. Lydia Darrach, a whig of 


the revolution, who assisted in increasing the census of 


the city more than any other lady of her profession.— 
And now, Sir, we will march up Second street to the 
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Merchant’s Coffee House, in my time kept by Edward 
Moyston, and called the City Tavern, where I shall 
leave you for the present, having led you a pretty dance; 
and when you shall have recovered from the fatigue, I 
may be induced to accompany you to Kensington, through 
Fish Town to Point no Point; round to Frankford; pass 
up to Sandy Hill, and so on to Bustleton. At the latter 
place and neighbourhood, I could relate a good many 
anecdotes of our revolution, that happened there, but, 
we shall not have time to spare, wishing to také a view 
of the old Baptist meeting house close by, under the 
charge, for many years, of the Rev. D. Jones. He was 
a giant of a man in mind and in person, and a chap- 
lain in the continental army during the war. Now being 
on our return tothe city, we must pass round to Chesnut 
hill, through Beggar’s Town, Germantown and Nice- 
town; and, should we enter Third street, I would show 
you the barracks of the American army; and, after all 
this are you of opinion that you “‘could name the square 
in which I resided?” 

When time, of which I have not much to spare, will 
permit, I may give a description of the beautiful gardens 
of Mr. Pemberton, southwest corner of Third and Ches- 
nut streets. The treasury department of the United 
States was kept there previous to Congress removing to 
Washington; that of Mr. Norris in Chesnut street where 
you have built the United States’ bank, with a descrip- 
tion of the famous tavern at the south west corner of 
Fourth and Chesnut streets, where you also have a bank, 
and a full account of the Friends’ school house oppo- 
site, when under the charge of that strict disciplinanan 
Friend Todd. 
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Pra tevreee 186- 


A NEW SONG. 
To the plaintive tune of Hosier’s Ghost. 


As near beauteous Boston lying 
On the gently swelling flood, 

Without jack or pendant flying 
Three ill-fated Tea ships rode; 


Just as glorious Sol was setting, 
On the wharf a numerous crew, 

Sons of Freedom, fear forgetting, 
Suddenly appear’d in view. 


Arm’d with hammer, axe and chissels, : 
Weapons new for warlike deed, | 
Towards the herbage freighted vessels, ’ 
They approach’d with dreadful speed, j 


O’er their heads aloft in mid sky 
Three bright Angel forms were seen; 
is was Hamppen, that was Sipnerr, 
With fair Lisertry between. 


** Soon, they cried, your foes you’ll banish, 
Soon the triumph shall be won; 

Scarce shall setting Phebus vanish, 
’Ere the deathless deed be done.” 


Quick as thought the ships were boarded, 
Hatches burst and chests display’d; 

Axes, hammers, help afforded; 3 

What a glorious crash they made! 


Squash into the deep descended 
Cursed weed of China’s coast— 
Thus at once our fears were ended: 
British rights shall ne’er be lost. 


Captains! Once more hoist your streamers, 
Spread your sails, and plow the wave! 

Tell your masters they were dreamers 
When they thought to cheat the Brave. 


BRITANNO-AMERICANUS. 
[Pennsylvania Packet. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
January 1st, 1774. 
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Partapevenra, ov. 29, 1773. 
The ship Polly, Capt. Ayres, from London for this 
port left Gravesend on the 27th of September, with the 
detested TEA on board, and is hourly expected. 
[Dunlap’s Pennsylvania Packet. 


December > 1773. 


Whereas, the sudden rise in the price of Tea at this 
critical juncture, has, by the enemics of America, been 
ascribed to motives of interest, and as taking an undue 
advantage uf the present commotion respecting that ar- 
ticle: This has been taken into consideration by a great 
number of respectable inhabitants of this city, at a pub- 
lic meeting; and as it is of great importance that we 
should all concur in a noble opposition to this oppres- 
sive measure of the East India Company, of introducing 
their Tea into America, while subject to the present 
duty, it is hoped that every person, of whatever 
rank and situation in life, will suspend any opinion or 
prejudice on this head: And that the public may be 
fully apprised how and by whom the price of this com- 
modity has been enhanced, a Committee is appointed to 
inquire what quantities of Tea are now in this city—in 
whose hands—and whether the increase of price at this 
juncture, is the effect of intention in the holders of Tea 
to take any undue advantage of their fellow subjects, or 
an occurrence of trade, arising from an unforeseen and 
accidental scarcity; and what measures can be fallen 
upon to reduce the price within some reasonable bounds 
—The result of which inquiry will, as soon as possible, 
be laid before the public. Ibid. 


December 13. 


The gentlemen nominated to make inquiries concern- 
ing the rise of Tea, having made the necessary inquiry— 
The Committee appointed by the inhabitants of this 
city, on the fourth instant, now beg leave to lay before 
the public, what has appeared to be a true state of 
facts respecting the increased price of Tea. Upon the 
strictest search and inquiry among the principal impor- 
ters and dealers in that commodity, it is found that there 
is but a small quantity of Tea in the city, at the best 
computation not more than 25-chests, which chiefly 
lays in the hands of the retailers and shop-keepers, who 
being apprised of the scarcity of that commodity, ~3 
grossed it, and not adverting to the dangerous tendency | 
of advancite the price at this time, inconsiderately fell | 
into that mistake; But in justice to these store-keepers 
and retailers, the Committee inform the public, that | 
upon representing to them the pernicious consequences | 
of such a procedure at this time, and the great dissatis- 
faction it has occasioned among their Fellow Citizens, 
they readily and unanimously complied with the advice | 
and request of the said Committee, not to ask more than | 
six shillings, or at most 6s. 6d. per pound for what Tea 
they have to sell, and to retail it in small quantities only, 
so as to accommodate every one as much as possible, and 
prevent its being farther engrossed at an advanced price. 
As the above inquiry has been directed and made by 
the Committee, in order to give satisfaction to their Fel- 
low Citizens, and particularly the Tradesmen and Me- 
chanics, who may be supposed to be most affected by 
the high price of this article—it is hoped, that laying 
aside all prejudice and suspicion (if any have been en- 
tertained) they will cheerfully.and unanimously concur 
in the noble opposition now formed against the intro- 
duction of Tea in this province, while subject to a tax 
imposed by the British parliament. 

And as there may be some persons who have not 
come within the notice of this inquiry, and others, who 
forgetting the duty they owe their country, may attempt 
to enhance the price of Tea, beyond what has. been 
agreed to by such as have been called upon. This 
Committee do most earnestly request, that if any impor- 
ter of Tea shall ask such a price for it as not to allow a 
reasonable profit to the retailer at the price of 6s, or 6s. 
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6d. per pound, that notice thereof may be given to the 
Committee at the Coffee House-——And if any shopkeep- 
er, or retailer of Tea, shall demand more than 6s. 6d, 
| per pound, and at the like rate for any lesser quantity; 
| the. Committee do also beg that the like notice may be 
| given, in order that the names of such persons may be 
| communicated to the public, and such farther steps be 
| taken as may be necessary for the safety and essential 


Ibid, 


Monday, December 27. 
The TEA SHIP having arrived, every inhabitant wha 
wishes to preserve the liberty of America, is desired to 
meet at the State House this morning precisely at ten 
o’clock, to consider what is best to be done on this 
alarming crisis. Lbid. 


interests of our country, 





January 3d, 1774. 

The unanimity, spirit, and zeal, which have hereto- 
fore animated all the colonies, from Boston to South 
Carolina, have been eminently displayed in the opposi- 
tion to the pernicious project of the East India Compa- 
ny, in sending ‘ea to America, while it remains subject 
toa duty, and the Americans at the same time confined 
by the strongest prohibitory laws to import it only from 
Great Britain, that a particular account of the transac- 
tions of this city, cannot but be acceptable to all our rea- 
ders, and every friend of American liberty. 

Upon the first advice of this measure, a general dis- 
satisfaction was expressed, that, at a time when we were 
struggling with this oppressive act, and an agreement 
subsisting not to import tea while subject to a duty, our 
fellow subjects in England should form a measure so 
directly tending to.enforce the act, and again embroil 
us with our parent state. When it was also considered, 
that the proposed mode of disposing of the tea tended 
to a monopoly, ever odious in a free country, a universal 
disapprobation shewed itself throughout the city. A 
public meeting of the inhabitants was held at the State 
House on the 18th October, at which great numbers at- 
tended, and the sense of the city was expressed in the 
following resolves:— 

1. That the disposal of their own property is the in- 
herent right of freemen; that there can ‘be no property 
in that which another can, of right, take from us with- 
out our consent, that the claims of Parliament to tax 
America is, in other words, a claim of right to levy con- 
tributions on us at pleasure. 

2. That the duty imposed by Parliament upon Tea 
landed in America, is a tax on the Americans, or levy- 
ing contributions on them without their consent. 

3. That the express purpose for which the tax is 
levied on the Americans, namely for the support of go- 
yernment, administration of justice, and defence of his 
Majesty’s dominions in America, has a direct tendency 
to render Assemblies useless, and to introduce arbitrary 
government and slavery. 

4, That a virtuous and steady opposition to this minis- 
terial plan of governing America, 1s absolutely necessary 
to preserve even a shadow of liberty, and is a duty which 
every freeman in America owes to his country, to him- 
self, and to his posterity. 

5. That the resolution lately entered into by the East 
India Company to send cut their Teas to America, sub- 
ject to the payment of duties on its being landed here, 
is an open attempt to enforce this ministerial plan, and 
a violent attack upon the liberties of America. 

6. That it is the duty of every American to oppose 
this attempt. 

7. That whoever shall, directly or indirectly counten- 
ance this attempt, or in anywise aid or abet in unload- 
ing, receiving, or vending the Tea sent, or to be sent out 
by the East India Company, while it remains subject to 
the payment of a duty here, is an enemy to his country. 

8. That a committee be immediately chosen to wait 
on those gentlemen, who, it is reported, are appointed 
by the East India Company to receive and sell said Tea, 
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and request them, from a regard to their own character, 
and the peace and good order of the city and province, 
immediately to resign their appointment. 

In consequence of this appointment the Committee 
waited upor the gentlemen in this city, who had been 
appointed consignees of the expected cargo. They 
represented to them the detestation and abhorrence, in 
which this measure was held by their fellow citizens, 
the danger and difficulties, which must attend the exe- 
cution of so odious a trust, and expressed the united 
desire of the city, that they would renounce the commis- 
sion, and engage not to intermeddle with the ship or 
cargo in any shape whatever. Some of the commission- 
ers resigned, in a manner that gave general satisfaction, 
others, in sach equivocal terms as required farther ex- 
planation. However, in a few days, the resignation was 
complete. 

In this situation things remained for afew days. In 
the mean time, the general spirit and indignation rose 
to such a height, that it was thought proper to call ano- 
ther general meeting of the principal citizens, to consi- 
der and resolve upon such farther steps as might give 
weight and ensure success to the unanimous opposition 
now formed. 

Accordingly a meeting was held, for the above pur- 
pose, at which a great number of respectable inhabitants 
attended; and it appeared to be the unanimous opinion 
that the entry of the ship at the Custom House, or the 
landing any part of her carge, would be attended with 
great danger and difficulty, and would directly. tend to 
destroy that peace and good order, which ought to be 
preserved. An addition of twelve other gentlemen was 
then made to the former committee, and the general 
meeting adjourned till the arrival of the Tea ship. In- 
formation being given of that, the price of tea was sud- 
denly advanced, though this was owing toa general 
scarcity of that article; yet all the possessors of tea, in 
erder to give strength to the opposition, readily agreed 
to reduce the price, and sell what remained in their 
hands, at a reasonable rate. Nothing now remained, 
but to keep up a proper correspondence and connec- 
tion with the other colonies, and to take all prudent and 
proper precautions on the arrival of the Tea ship. 

It is not easy to describe the anxiety and suspense of 
the city in this interval. Sundry reports of her arrival 
were received, which proved premature. But on Sa- 
turday evening the 25th ult. an express came up from 
Chester, to inform the town, that the Tea ship, comman- 
ded by Capt. Ayres, with herdetested cargo, was arrived 
there, having followed another ship up the river so far. 

The committee met early the next morning, and 
being apprised of the arrival of Mr. Gilbert Barclay, the 
other consignee, who came passenger in the ship, they 
immediately went in a body to request his renunciation 
of the commission. Mr. Barclay politely attended the 
committee at the first request, and being made acquaint- 
ed with the sentiments of the city, and the danger to 
which the public liberties of America were exposed by 
this measure, he, after expressing the particular hard- 
ship of his situation, also resigned the commission, in a 
manner whieh affected every one present. . 

‘The Committee then appointed three of their mem- 
bers to go to Chester, and two others to Gloucester 
point, in order to have the earliest opportunity of meet- 
ing Captain Ayres, and representing to him the sense of 
the public, respecting his voyage and cargo. The gen- 
tlemen, who had set out for Chester, receiving intelli- 
gence that the vessel had weighed anchor about twelve 
o’clock, and proceeded to town, returned. About two 
o’clock she appeared in sight of Gloucester point; 
where a number of inhabitants had assembled, with the 
gentlemen from the Committee. As she passed along, 
she was hailed, and the captain requested not to pro- 
ceed farther, but to come on shore. This the captain 
complied with, and was handed through a lane made by. 
the people, to the gentlemen appointed to confer with 
him. They represented to him the general sentiments, 
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together with the danger and difficulties that would at- 
tend his refusal to comply with the wishes of the inhabi- 
tants; and finally desired him to proceed with them to 
town, where he would be more fully informed of the 
temper and resolution of the people. He was accord- 
ingly accompanied to town by a number of persons, 
where he was soon convinced of the truth and propriety 
of the representations, which had been made to him— 
and agreed that upon the desire of the inhabitants being 
publicly expressed, he would conduct himself accord- 
ingly. Some small rudeness being offered to the Cap- 
tain afterwards in the street, by some boys, several 
gentlemen interposed, and suppressed it before he re- 
ceived the least injury. 

Upon an hour’s notice on Monday morning, a public 
meeting was called, and the State House not being suffi- 
cient to hold the number assembled, they adjourned in- 
to the Square. This meeting is allowed by all to be the 
most respectable, both in numbers and rank of those who 
attended it, that has been known in the city, After a 
short introduction, the following resolutions were not 


only agreed to, but the public approbation testified in 
the warmest manner. 


1, RESOLVED, That the TEA, on board the ship 
Polly, Capt. Ayres, shall not be landed. 

2. That Capt. Ayres shall neither enter nor report 
his vessel at the Custom House. 

3. That Capt. Ayres shall carry back the Tea imme- 
diately. 

4. That Captain Ayres shall immediately send a pilot 
on board his vessel, with orders to take charge of her, 
and proceed to Reedy Island next high water. 

5. That the Captain shall be allowed to stay in town 
till to-morrow, to provide necessaries for his voyage. 

6. That he shall then be obliged to leave town, and 
proceed to his vessel, and make the best of his way out 
of our river and bay. 

7. That a Committee of four gentlemen be appeinted 
to sce these resolves carried into execution. 


The Assembly were then informed of the spirit and 
resolution of New York, Charles-lown, South Carolina, 
and the conduct of the people of Boston, whereupon it 
was unanimously 

Resolved, That this assembly highly approve of the 
conduct and spirit of the people of New York, Charles- 
Town, and Boston, and return their hearty thanks to the 
people of Boston for their resolution in destroying the 
Tea rather than suffer it to be landed. 

The whele business was conducted with a decorum 
and order worthy the importance of the cause. Captain 
Ayres being present at this meeting, solemnly and pub- 
licly engaged, that he would literally comply with the 
sense of the city, as expressed in the above resolutions. 

A proper supply of necessaries and fresh provisions 
being then procured, in about two hours the Tea ship 
weighed anchor from Gloucester point, where she lay 
within sight of the town, and has proceeded, with her 
whole cargo, on her return to the East India Company. 

The public think the conduct of those gentlemen, 
whose goods are returned on board the Tea ship, ought 
not to pass unnoticed, as they have, upon this occasion, 
generously sacrificed their private interest to the public 
good. 

Thus this important affair, in which there has been so 
glorious an exertion of public virtue and spirit, has been 
brought to a happy issue; by which the force of a law 
so obstinately persisted in to the prejudice of the na- 
tional commerce, for the sake of the principle on which 
it is founded, (a right of taxing the Americans without 
their consent) has been effectually broken—and the 
foundations of American liberty more deeply laid than 
ever. 

The ground, which was covered by the people, on 
Monday last, in the State House Square, being mea- 
sured. it was calculated, by two different persons, un- 
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known to each other, that there were near 8000 peo- | 


ple collected there, and many hundreds, who were on 
the way, were disappointed reaching the place of meet- 
ing, before the business was over, owing to the short no- 
tice that was given. 

On Tuesday last, at three quarters of an hourafter 
two o’clock, Captain Ayres, of the TEA SHIP Polly, 
with Mr. Barclay, late one of the Consignees, left Arch 
street wharf, on board a pilot boat, (having been 46 
hours in town, ) to follow the ship to Reedy Island, and 
from thence transport the East India Company’s adven- 
ture to its oLp noTTING Pxiacr, in Leaden-Hall street, 
London. , They were attended to the wharf by acon- 
course of people, who wished them a good voyage. 

When the accouut of the inhabitants of Boston having 
destroyed the tea belonging to the East India Company, 
reached this city, the bells of Christ Church were rang, 
and every class of people testified the most sincere joy 
upon the occasion. Tid. 





PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATURE OF 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


SENATE, 
Monday, December 8, 1828. 


PETITIONS. 

Mr. Powel, for an alteration in the law prescribing the 
mode of executing criminals. 

. Also, relating to warehouses on the Schuylkill. 

Mr. Powel, an act supplementary to the act to incor- 
porate and endow the Pennsylvania institution for deaf 
and dumb. 

Mr. Burden submitted a resolution, which was laid on 
the table, as follows: 

Resolved, That'a committee be appointed, to joina 
committee of the House of Representatives, if that 
House should appoint such a Committee, to examine 
into the state of the banks of Pennsylvania and Phila- 
delphia, with power to send for persons and papers, and 
report the result of their examination on or before the 
third Monday in January next. 

Mr. Powel submitted a resolution, which was adopted 
as follows: 

Resolved, That the committee on roads bridges and 
inland navigation, be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of requiring all commanders of vessels, pro- 
pelled by steam, for the conveyance of passengers on 
the waters of this commonwealth, to take licenses from 
an officer to be appointed by the Governor, whose duty 
it shall be to ascertain, periodically, the fitness, as well 
of said commanders and their engineers, as of the ma- 
chinery and vessels to be so employed. 

Tuesday, Dec. 9. 

Mr. Wise, an act authorising the laying out of a state 
road from the west bank of the Youghiogheny river, op- 
posite to Robbstown, in Westmoreland county, to Cooks- 
town, in Fayette county. 

Mr. Logan submitted a resolution which was adopted 
as follows: 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary sys- 
tem be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making some provision by law for the continuation of 
liens on real estate, created by testatum executions; and 
also what further regulation is necessary (if any) to 
make the property of debtors liable to the payment of 
their debts. 

Mr. Ogle submitted a resolution, which was adopted 
as follows: 

Resolved, That the committee be appointed to inquire 
into the expediency of repealing the law passed on the 
12th day of April, 1828, concerning small notes. 


“HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday, December 5. 
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and Allegheny; referred to the committee appointed on 
the subject. 

Butts, for an appropriation in aid of improving the 
road across Flint Hill; referred to the committee on lo- 
cal appropriations. 


Mr. Patterson, for a new county out of parts of Mifflin 
county; referred to Messrs. Patterson of Mifflin, Petri- 
kin, Black, Butts and Post; Mr. Frick, three petitions 
for an appropriation in aid of improving the road from 
Rodger’s ferry to Sunbury; referred to the committee 
on local improvements; Mr. Good, for the passage of a 
law for the delivering of possession to purchasers of es- 
tates from habitual drunkards; Mr. Rehrer, from sundry 
citizens of Schuylkill county, praying for the creation 
of a fund for the support of a general system of educa- 
tion; referred to the committee on education. 

A motion was made by Mr. Snyder, that the petition 
presented on the 3d inst. relative to the repeal of the 
acts which prohibit the circulation of bank notes of a 
less denomination than five dollars, be referred to the 
committee on banks. Which was agreed to. 


. Bills Reported. Mr. Snyder, a bill No. 1, entitled an 
act to repeal an act, entitled An act for the relief of the 
poor. Order for Tuesday next. Mr. Snyder, a bill 
No. 2, entitled An act relative to the opening of roads 
in the county of Philadelphia. Mr. Kerr, a bill No. 3 

entitled An act erecting parts of the counties of Wash. 
ington, Fayette, Westmoreland and Allegheny, into a 
separate county, to be called Jackson county. Mr. Rob- 
erts, a bill-No. 5, entitled An act to remedy the loss of 
certain dockets and records of the court of common 
pleas of the county of Dauphin. 

Laid on the table. 


The house resumed the second reading of the reso- 
lution postponed on yesterday, relative to the appoint- 
ment of a committee to invite and escort the president 
electto the seat of government, referred to Messrs. 
Evans of Fayette, Duncan, Champneys, Wilkins, Ran- 
kin, Frick and Binder. ' 


Saturday, Dec. 6. 


Mr. Driesbach, of Union, presented the petition of 
sundry persons, praying for a law authorizing the laying 
out a state road from Middletown, in Union county, to 
Liverpool, in Perry county. : 

Referred to the committee on Bridges, State Roads, 
&e. 

Mr. Hassinger of Philadelphia, presented petitions 
praying fer the passage of a law authorising the election 
of aldermen. 

Mr. Petrikin presented sundry petitions from inhabit- 
ants of Mifflin county praying for a division, and the 
erection of a new county out of part of said county. 

Referred to a committee. 

Mr. Duncan presented the petition of a number of 
the citizens of Philadelphia, praying for a law authoris- 
ing the election of Aldermen. 

Mr. Cunningham of Mercer, moved that the president 
and directors of the bank of Pennsylvania be requested 
to exhibit a statement of the situation of the institution, 
on or before the 2d Monday in January next. 


Monday, Dee. 8. 


The speaker reported the following committee on 
that part of the governor’s message which related to 
the extra session. Messrs. Boyd, Martin, Lombaert; 
Miller, (of Chester) Haines, Cooper, Alexander, Black, 
Stauffer, Buttz, Miller, Frick, Driesbach, Reynolds, 
Patterson, (Washington) Farrel, Rankin, Kreps, Blod- 
get, Heck, Stevens, (Mont.) Lauman, Wolfersberger, 
Post, Laporte, Blair, Shannon, Patterson, (Allegheny) 
Banks, Siter; Gebhart, Parkhurst, Whitlach, Stephens, 
(Adams) Petrikin, Galbraith, Moore, and Cunningham. 

A letter was received from Roberts Vaux, president 


Mr. Kerr, for a new county | of the Pennsylvania hospital, exhibiting the state of the 


out of parts of Washington, Fayette, Westmoreland ' institution. Laid on the table. 


